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This presentation offers a reflection on some of my recent writings, pointing out challenges and 

potentials for exploring and developing knowledge of social problems. Based on many years of re-

search in social work practice, I argue that there is a need for theoretical reconstructions of social 

problems enabling sensitivity to the problem of solving social problems collectively in society. This 

requires a genuine sociological interest in exploring the practical aspects of and efforts to identify-

ing and solving social problems among various actors. One way to begin is to explore the sociolog-

ical sense, if not imagination, of social problems among social workers. This is a sense which inte-

grates ontological and epistemological assumptions about social problems with reflections of the 

complex conditions, processes and macro-micro relations in society. My argument is that one as-

pect enabling this integration and reflection is sensitivity to the complexities of human life and so-

cial suffering. 
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