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After two decades of much discussed incidents, Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs, or OMCGs, are very much 

in the public and political limelight in the Netherlands again. Just recently, the Netherlands witnessed 

a grenade attack on the home of the president of the Bandidos MC, a violent confrontation between 

members of the Hells Angels and the Mongols MC in a hotel lobby in Rotterdam, and a deputy mayor 

having to go into hiding abroad after receiving death threats following the forced closure of a No 

Surrender club house.  Following signals OMCGs are involved in serious and organized types of crime, 

since 2012, Dutch OMCGs are subject to a whole-of-government approach. This approach entails the 

police, the ministry of Justice, local authorities and governmental agencies, like the tax authorities , 

working together to obstruct the criminal activities of OMCGs. Temporary keystone of this approach 

is the civil lawsuit filed against the Bandidos in an effort to get the club banned. At the same time, 

more OMCGs than ever before are presently active in the Netherlands, while a number of Dutch clubs 

is even expanding far across the border.  But are OMCGs indeed hot beds for crime? And can Dutch 

OMCGs be characterized as criminal organizations? Is a whole-of-government approach truly 

effective? These and other questions are central to the current symposium.  

Previous Dutch research showed that over 80 percent of Dutch OMCG-members has a criminal record. 

Yet, this research also showed that there are important differences in criminal involvement between 

clubs. During this symposium results will be presented of new empirical research, funded by Politie & 

Wetenschap, into the criminal activities of Dutch OMCGs and their members, the nature of these 

crimes, and the role club membership plays herein. This research is based on the criminal records of 

over 2,000 Dutch OMCG members, and, for the first time in the Netherlands, members of OMCG 

support clubs. Other topics to be discussed include the sharp increase in the number of support and 

look-a-like clubs, and the evolution of the Dutch whole-of-government approach. Three foreign 

keynote speakers will put the Dutch research findings into an international perspective: 

Dr. Christian Klement, Assistant Professor, Aalborg University. Dr. Klement mapped the criminal 

careers of Danish outlaw bikers for the Danish ministry of Justice. In his PhD-research he focused 

amongst others on the effect of OMCG membership on the individual criminal career and inter-gang 

violence among Danish OMCGs.  

Dr. Klaus von Lampe, Full professor, John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York. Leading scholar on 

organized crime and author of “Organized Crime; Analyzing Illegal Activities, Criminal Structures, and 

Extra-legal Governance” published in 2015. Prof. Von Lampe is  editor-in-chief of the international 

journal Trends in Organized Crime, which will feature a special issue on OMCGs in 2018. 

Dr. David Pyrooz, Assistant professor, University of Colorado Boulder. Renowned expert of street and 

prison gangs and co-editor of the “Wiley Handbook of Gangs” published in 2015. For his work on gangs, 

prof. Pyrooz was awarded the prestigious Ruth Shonle Cavan Young Scholar award of the American 

Society of Criminology.  



 
 

Dutch speakers: 

Prof. Dr. Mr. Arjan Blokland, Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice, Leiden University and 

Senior-Researcher of the Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law Enforcement (NSCR), 

Amsterdam. 

Drs. Wouter van der Leest, Researcher, National Police of the Netherlands. 

Dr. Melvin Soudijn, Researcher, National Police of the Netherlands, and Research Fellow of the 

Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law Enforcement (NSCR), Amsterdam. 

Prof. Dr. Edward Kleemans, Professor of Serious and Organized Crime, VU University, Amsterdam. 

Laura de Korte, MSc, Criminologist and Administrative Scientist, VU University, Amsterdam. 

Dr. Willem Koetsenruijter, University Lecturer, Journalism and New Media, Leiden University. 

Dr. Robby Roks, Assistant Professor, Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam. 

Teun van Ruitenburg MSc, PhD candidate, Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam. 

Date and time: 

Thursday September 28th 2017, 09:00-18:00 hours (including coffee, lunch and drinks) 

Location: 

De Oude Sterrenwacht, Leiden University 

Kaiserstraat 63 | Sterrenwachtlaan 11, 2311 GP Leiden.  

Attendance: 

Attending the symposium is free of charge. Yet, given restricted capacity, those interested in attending 

the symposium should register beforehand by sending an email, prior to September 15th, mentioning 

their name, affiliation, street address and email address to: Criminologie@law.leidenuniv.nl. 

  

  

mailto:Criminologie@law.leidenuniv.nl


 
 

Accessibility and parking: 

 

 

 

Oude Sterrenwacht 

Leiden Central Station 

From Leiden CS (20 min.): 

Take the exit marked ‘Centrum’ and follow the 

Stationsweg until you come to the Beestenmarkt. Cross 

the bridge and walk straight ahead until the Rapenburg. 

Follow the Rapenburg along the canal until it curves to 

the left. At this point instead of going left, go straight 

ahead following the Kaiserstraat. 

Entrance to the terrain of the Oude Sterrenwacht is 

located next to the Plexus building (see detailed map). 

Parking Lots (10-15 min.):  

Stadsparkeerplan, Haagweg 8, 2311 AA Leiden 

P1 Parking, Kaardesteeg 11, 2311 KN Leiden 

Parkeergarage Morspoort, Bloemfonteinstraat 2, 2312 

ZD Leiden 

 


