THE LATIN AMERICAN KALEIDOSCOPE: MULTILINGUALISM IN BOLIVIA

Language policy is used by politicians in the construction of a nation represented by people with different languages and cultures.
Multilingualism and multiculturalism have legal recognition, however, power controls perceive diversity as difficult and an obstruction to national unity.  In South America, three hundred years of colonial rule and 180 years of republican governments forced the Amerindian people to learn Spanish. In Bolivia the indigenous languages lost importance when Spanish became the only official language some centuries ago. Approx. 60 % of the population  in Bolivia are indigenous people and they have an indigenous language as mother tongue. Some 39 indigenous languages still remain and are used as official languages in official acts together with the three most important original languages. 
When Evo Morales became the new President of Bolivia in 2006, he declared Quechua, Aymara and Guaraní as official languages by and with his declaration, the existence of the pluriethnic and multicultural nation of Bolivia finally was recognised.
This paper will focus on the way President Morales has introduced and implemented the new Bolivian language policy and how the problems concerning the multilingualism and plurilingualism are handled in Bolivia. 



