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P o i n t  o f  d e p a r t u r e :  
EA is relevant, necessary 
and relatively fit

Build upon a broad concept of environment; implement a 
range of EU policies and help avoid trade-offs and support 
synergies
Supporting changes and early integration in decision-making
Supporting transparency and participation
Despite strong legal discourse, important voluntary EA 
practice is emerging – beyond the formal scope of legislation
Linking of SDGs and EA for mutual benefit is slowly emerging

But…. 
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Fit for what? Fit for which future?Who and how fit?

Key-note focus
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Fit for what? 
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Fit for the objectives of EA

“The objective of this law is to provide for a high level of protection of the 
environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into 
the preparation of plans and programmes and permission to projects with a view to 
promoting sustainable development, by ensuring that an environmental 
assessment is carried out of plans, programmes and projects, which are likely to 
have significant effect on the environment. 

The objective of an environmental assessment is that, with the involvement of the 
public as early as possible and before the authority makes a decision on the plan, 
programme or project, account is taken of the likely significant impacts of plans, 
programmes, and projects on the environment, including biodiversity, population, 
human health, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, 
cultural heritage including architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape 
and the interrelationships between the above factors.” 

(Danish EA law, own translation)

Prevention

Sustainability

Democratic 
participation

Broad concept of 
environment
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Assessment is a 
change agent

(Kørnøv et al., 2021)
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Fit to bring EA-into-change and create 
impact?

EIA/
SEA 

practice Acquaintance
Users know the 
EIA/SEA exists, 

have engaged with 
the EIA/SEA – but 

no act upon it

Use
Users find EIA/SEA 
relevant, discuss it, 

use it to inform actions 
and decision making

Impact
EIA/SEA lead to

change in decision 
making, actions or way 

of thinking

Context of 
change

No 
engagement



8Fit for current 
and future trends

Climate change, biodiversity loss, and 
resource depletion

Social and economic trends

Emerging technologies (e.g., AI)

Technological advancements and acceleration 
of renewable energy

The competition for land

Simplification initiatives
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RE acceleration & the 
competition for land

Increasing land competition can cause various 
environmental impacts

Biodiversity loss

Decrease in cropland for food production

Direct and indirect land use change CO2 emissions

Impact on local communities

140%
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Simplification

….is high on the political agenda

….can lead to an EA practice coming closer to or 
further away from the objective of the EA 

regulation

….can mean different thing
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Making sense of EA simplification 
( ‘Simplification triangle’)

Regulatory 
simplification

Administrative 
simplification

Praxis 
simplification

Reasonings:
1. Increased 

efficiency
2. Increased quality 

and effectiveness
3. Reduced 

complexity
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Case 1
‘Committe for 

simplifying and 
modermizing EIA 
rules’ (2012-2015)

One law for EIA and 
SEA

Unified digital portal for 
EIA application

Thresholds values

Mandatory scoping

Case 2
‘The Law Compass’ 

(2015-2017)

Support to having one 
EA law (and for more 

resort)

Integrate Habitat 
Directive in the EA law

Case 3
‘Thresholds values 
for EIA’ (ongoing)

Thresholds  for EIA 
and SEA

Case 4
‘Digitalizing EA’ 

(2020-2023)

Store EA reports and 
suppl. data on public 

platform 

Open access of EA 
relevant baseline data + 
expand with new data

Datamine in past 
reports for future EA 

practice

Integrate SDGs for 
more objective-led EA
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Situating the four cases in the 
simplification triangle

 Administrative 
simplification 

Regulatory 
simplification 

Praxis 
simplification 

Efficiency 

   

Effectiveness 
and quality 

   

Complexity  

 

 

 
 



P A G E
1 4

Simplification of EA can 
also have risks

Reduced scrutiny

Limited public input

Weakened protections

Increased risks
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Click to add subtext

”There is a need to be aware of and avoid 
oversimplification, where simplification 

brings us away from what EA is 
supposed to contribute” Kørnøv and Lyhne, 2023

And at the same time not miss the opportunities 
to bring us closer
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Who to be fit – and how? 
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‘The tired cyclist’

© The Danish Center for Environmental Assessment, AAU
Illustrator: Anton Malnkjær Møller
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Effectiveness and Tour de 
France analogy

Cyclist: EA practitioner 
Captain of the team: EA project manager 
Team of cyclist: environmental/sustainability specialists 
Manager of the team/The Directeur Sportif: competent 
authority 
Sponsors of the team: Decision-makers among the 
developers and authorities 
Audience: Public and stakeholders in the planning 
process 
The General director of the Tour de France: Regulators 
and guidance providers 
The Tour officials and secretaries: Quality assurance 
institutions and mechanisms governing EA 
implementation 



19Actors involved 
in the EA 
process

©  T h e  D a n i s h  C e n t e r  f o r  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A s s e s s m e n t ,  A A U
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Everyone is a change agent

Change 
generators
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Change agents with de-coupled 
strategies?

EA practice Research
Policy- and 

decision 
making
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Connection for 
agency

EA practice

Policy- and 
decision makingResearch



P A G E
2 3

Two illustrative cases of 
change agency through 
collaboration
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Case 1: The DREAMS project 
Digital iz ing environmental  decision support  

Mission-driven 
Utilizing the potentials of digitalization and developing 
novel open-access tools
Supporting private and public actors in improving their 
environmental assessment practice and thereby 
promoting a more sustainable development
Aim to enhance both efficiency and effectiveness –
partly by simplifying 

Value-creation through broad partnership with 
authorities, developers, consultants and 
researchers

LINK to video

https://dreamsproject.dk/dreams-videos/


25Case 2: Annual 
‘Environmental 
Assessment Day
• Goals

• enhance the effectiveness of EA 
practice and create a common arena to 
overcome some of the barriers for 
effective EA and develop innovative 
approaches to practical EA challenges 

• support mutual learning and build 
capacity among all participants 

• create a basis for further collaboration 
• strengthen practical perspectives in 

research 

25
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26Benefitting both 
research and practice

EA-Day to promote benefits for practice in terms of 
research 

EA-Day to promote benefits for research in terms of 
practice 

Researchers are facilitators of knowledge sharing among 
actors by organising EA-Day 

EA-Day to provide inspiration for new research projects 

EA-Day as an opportunity for practice to be inspired on 
future developments by research presentations 

EA-Day as an opportunity for researchers to be updated 
on new developments in practice and legislation 

EA-Day provides a platform for practice to get an 
external view on current quality of EA practice through 
research presentations 

EA-Day to identify new areas for applications of research 

EA-Day provides a platform for development, among 
others due to neutral overview provided by research 

EA-Day to serve as a reality-check for research 

 



P A G E
2 7

The need and challenge to 
stay fit and relevant as a 
change agent
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The needs and chal lenges to 
stay relevant and f i t

1. Decide to be relevant and a change agent – and take the 
leadership

2. Keep the intention of EA, and the Directives, at the forefront. 

3. Simplify in a way which can lead to an EA practice coming closer 
to the objectives of EA

4. Support a sustainable acceleration of RE

5. Critically embrace emerging technologies

6. Reflect upon what kind of change agent you are - and who the 
other change agents, you engage with, are

7. Foster collaboration
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Thank you for 
l istening!


