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The new goal-orieritation 
of research strategi~s 

Is educational research in the Nordic countries being swallowed up by transnational 
target-setting and market thi nking economic rationalities? 

Nordic Educational Research Association 



F. dings from research on teachers' conceptions f t . et: 1n . o eachmg and 1 . ,4bstrll . b tween conceptions and teachers' actuaJ teach · . eammg suggest that there is some kind of ( casual) 
• oshlP e 

1 . mg Practices Th rela110 ing for; (a) that severa studies only_exarnines wh t · ere are, however, competing theses in this field of 
.•• reb argu . . . th· l . a teachers say ab t h . . re:,v- ed (b) an mcons1stency m is re ationship caused b ou t e1r practice, which makes their claims Pport , . h . Y contextual fa t uøsll . n past expenence, rat · er than bemg mental repres t t· c ors, and (c) that conceptions might be outcomes from 
., cuon o . . . en a ions unde • . . . . 

re1,e chers' conceptions and their teachmg practices fr h rpmrung practice. This paper addresses the assumed lmk 
iween tea . . . om a p enomenol . I . be d Merleau-Ponty reJects the duahstic approach to bod . ogica perspective. The theoretical framework of van 

,,90en an 
Y and rrund and ·n t JY• • s) is presumed to control something extemal (tea h. . 1 us rates several problems when something intemal 

nception . c mg practice) An 1 . . (cO teachers' reflective knowledge and their actual teachin . ." . a temative perspective conceming the relationship 
betwee0 

g practices 1s d1scus d · h . d · swedish. (473) 
se m t e end ofthis paper. Tue presentation will 

t,e bol 10 

·oncode· 3-11-D165 sess1 · 
Titte: 

The swedish higher education reform: curriculum perspectives on . . 
new regimes of knowledge Contributor/s: Daruel Sundberg 

Abstract: Tue political pressure on higher education is increasing. Even ifth 
1 

.ffi . . 
. . . ere are severa d1 erent motives for reforms there 1s a 

salient international movement towards umform1ty, harmonisation and standardi t· Th . . . sa ion. e measurement and comparison of 
knowledge 1s more and more a strategic area for the govemance and reforms of ed t· . . kn 

1 
. . . . uca 10n m an emerging ow edge economy. Tue Political govemmg 1s changmg towards post-active steering by way ofresults Tue prod t· fd ta h d . . uc 10n o a on ow e ucation systems perfonn has ~nseque~tly expanded ~d is ~sed as incitements for new reforms in higher education, particularly teacher education. In the presentation a cumculum ~ers~ective Will be used to analyse how new steering media (as knowledge measurement and testing) and the type ofknowledge regime It ~epresent are ~sed in the ongoing Swedish higher education reform (the national implementation ofthe Bologna reform). Tue paper Wili also deal w1th some theoretical/conceptual elaborations in order to outline empirical investigations exploring policy trajectories indifferent institutional settings. (133) 

Sessioncode: 3-11-D165 
Titte: Changing grading-scales in higher education as a part ofthe Bologna Process - the case ofDenmark, Norway and Sweden 

Contributor/s: Bettina Dahl Sondergaard, Eirik Lien, Åsa Lindberg-Sand 

Abstract: Tue Bologna process includes social, structural, and curricular reforms in the 46 countries included in the European Higher Education Area. Tue curricular aspect of the process focuses on a shift to outcome-based and student-centred programmes. Syllabi should now be based on intended learning outcomes (ILOs), estimated student work-load and adjusted to general level descriptors for qualifications. According to ENQA (2005) student assessment should examine the achievement ofthe ILOs, but the B_ologna documents have no explicit recommendations of use of grading scales. In Denmark, Norway and Sweden, ~e reforms ~f htgher education induced by the Bologria process also included a change of grading scales_- ~ough three case-stu~1es, we d~scnbe and analyse the political and educational process and argumentation underpinning the_ d~c1s1ons to ch~nge the_ grading scales m each country. This includes the perceived problems with the old grading scales and a descnptlon oft~e vanous national asses_sment traditions Tue purp fth h t th 1-0 each country but the ongoing adaptation to a seven-step gradmg scale 
· ose o e c ange was no e same , . . 

might ease th tran 1 . . mak." b"l"ty easier The grading scales are not completely ahke, so there are still 
e s ahon of the national grades mg mo 1 1 · problems to be solved. (110) 
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