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The changing position of a peripheral border region within a transport corridor - experiences from the Northern Jutland in Denmark

As part of the EU-funded project Sustainable Transport Research & Development Network in the North Sea Region (SUTRANET) a sub-study is conducted with a focus on the changing position and role of a border region within a transnational transport corridor. The case is the Northern Jutland in Denmark, which part of the Nordic Link connecting Northern Scandinavia with the Continental Europe.

The region of Northern Jutland has for decades been a gateway for ferry links to Norway and Sweden for trade and passenger flows via a handful of ferry ports. The majority of ferry ports have been connected to both road and railway links and has thereby constituted an intermodal transport network. The ferry ports have traditionally been sites for a variety of transport and logistics firms and facilities. However, it seems as in spite of a growing transport flows of goods through the ferry port, there can be observed a decline of transport and logistics firms and facilities in the region. This could indicate that the region is subject for an increase in transit flows, which leaves little room or need for localised competencies of transport handling and organisation.

In an ongoing study the transformation process of the local transport competencies is described and central actors within local development, ferry, rail and road operators are involved in order to identify major barriers and opportunities for an more active role of benefiting from the transport flows in the region.

This paper is intended to discuss new research ideas and methodology.

