
 

  

 

Aalborg Universitet

Pedagogized Muslimness

Religion and Culture as Identity Politics in the Classroom

Buchardt, Mette

Publication date:
2014

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication from Aalborg University

Citation for published version (APA):
Buchardt, M. (2014). Pedagogized Muslimness: Religion and Culture as Identity Politics in the Classroom.
Waxmann Verlag. Religious Diversity and Education in Europe Vol. 27 http://www.waxmann.com/buch3143

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            - Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            - You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            - You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal -
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from vbn.aau.dk on: May 24, 2023

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/15cc0df2-dd3d-418a-9750-0495a165cd8d
 http://www.waxmann.com/buch3143


Mette Buchardt

Pedagogized  
Muslimness
Religion and Culture  

as Identity Politics 
in the Classroom

Religious Diversity and Education in Europe,  vol. 27
2014, 200 pages, pb., € 29,90 

ISBN 978-3-8309-3143-0

E-Book: € 26,99, ISBN 978-3-8309-8143-5

ORDER BOOK ONLINE

ORDER E-BOOK ONLINE

ORDER BOOK VIA E-MAIL Becoming Danish/Christian and becoming Muslim are skills that may 
be acquired in the secularized school system. This study explores how 

social structure and the politics of identity and knowledge in relation to 
religion intertwine when recontextualized in the classroom of the Danish 
comprehensive school post 9-11. Through close readings of what takes 
place at a classroom level in two Copenhagen schools, Pedagogized 
Muslimness provides insights into how the Nordic model of comprehen-
sive schooling – in the (post-)welfare state – plays out in daily school 
life and with what effects. The book provides a deeper understanding of 
how knowledge is produced in school, and how school operates as an 
arena for the production and distribution of social difference. The good 
pupil is the pupil that speaks of her/himself, acting as a subject, or who, 
by confirming the teacher’s organizing of her/himself, accepts being 
made into an object upon which knowledge can be generated. Particu-
larly overexposed are the pupils, whom the teachers identify as ‘Muslim’, 
something which draws on decades of casting this group of children as 
special objects of – as well as obstacles to – schooling. 

By the late 1970s and the early 1980s, the children of migrants came 
to be defined by their parents’ relation to the labor market: as ‘foreign 
workers’ in often unskilled jobs, associated with rural life and ‘traditional 
family patterns’, and characterized by what was seen as their (lack of) 
language skills. In the course of several moral panics around ‘Muslims’ 
and ‘Muslim children’, this focus has translated into a knowledge forma-
tion of culture/religion. The book shows how school-produced Muslim-
ness, in the pedagogized social economy of the classroom, becomes a 
parameter of social class, higher as well as lower.
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