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Gun Violence







The U.S. Department of Justice 
reports that approximately 60% of all 
adult firearm deaths are by suicide
• "Bureau of Justice Statistics Keyfacts at a Glance". Bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov. 
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Guns and American Identity
• The 2nd Amendment
• Guns and the West
• Race and Guns
• Guns Today



The 2nd Amendment



A well regulated militia 
being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the 
right of the people to keep 
and bear arms shall not be 
infringed.



The U.S. Constitution
• Preamble
• Articles
• Bill of Rights (first 10 amendments)
• Other amendments



We the People of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general Welfare, 
and secure the Blessings of Liberty to 
ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the 
United States of America.



Traditionally, the 2nd Amendment 
has been seen as
• the right to defend against tyranny, whether from invaders or the 

government
• the right to self-defense



That the Subjects which are 
Protestants may have Arms 
for their Defence suitable to 
their Conditions and as 
allowed by Law.
- English Bill of Rights 1689



The American War of Independence



As civil rulers, not having 
their duty to the people 
duly before them, may 
attempt to tyrannize, and 
as the military forces which 
must be occasionally raised 
to defend our country, 
might pervert their power 
to the injury of their fellow 
citizens, the people are 
confirmed by the next 
article in their right to keep 
and bear their private 
arms. (Tench Coxe, 1792)



The right of self defence is 
the first law of nature: in 
most governments it has 
been the study of rulers to 
confine this right within the 
narrowest limits possible. 
Wherever standing armies 
are kept up, and the right of 
the people to keep and bear 
arms is, under any colour or 
pretext whatsoever, 
prohibited, liberty, if not 
already annihilated, is on the 
brink of destruction. (St. 
George Tucker, 1803)



Disobedience is the 
true foundation of 
liberty. The 
obedient must be 
slaves.









The right to self-defense



Colonial life was dangerous



Tom G. Palmer



Koreatown during the Rodney King 
riots



2nd Amendment Summary
• The 2nd Amendment is the part of the Constitution that keeps 

America free
• Guns are logical extension of the ability of the people (as in “We 

the People”) to disobey
• Disobedience is a unique dimension of American culture and 

identity



Guns and the West



Manifest Destiny



Westward Expansion



The Winchester Rifle



The West is a Myth



John Wayne



Clint Eastwood



Outlaws



Robert Redford and Paul Newman as 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid







Guns are romanticized as fun, safe, 
and the good guys always win



Dirty Harry (1971)



Death Wish (1974)



Ms 45 (1980)





Guns and the West Summary
• “The West” is not a geographic location but a way of thinking
• Self-sufficiency is the American way
• You are responsible for your protection, you shouldn’t count on 

the government



Race and Guns



Civil War Guns



Black Union soldiers and guns



The Civil Rights Movement



Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X



The Ballot or the Bullet



Black Panther Patrols





Guns are a “ridiculous way 
to solve problems that have 
to be solved among people 
of good will.”



“the right of the citizen to 
keep and bear arms must not 
be infringed if liberty in 
America is to survive.”



“I support the Brady bill and 
I urge the Congress to enact 
it without delay.”



N.W.A, Straight Outta Compton



Onyx, Bacdafucup



Ferguson



Tamir Rice



Mass Incarceration



Race and Guns Summary
• Young black males are far more likely to be killed by guns than 

any other demographic
• Gun laws affect black males much more than white males
• Guns have become a symbol of resistance against white racism
• Guns have been a way for blacks to make the U.S. take them 

seriously



Guns Today



Gun Control
You cannot own a gun if you are
- a felon
- mentally ill
This means everyone must pass a background check



Stopping the Bullets







Antonin Scalia





99% of guns in crimes were 
purchased legally



Guns used in mass shootings 
typically acquired legally



No correlation between mental 
health and gun violence



What is to be done?







“Neither slavery nor involuntary 
servitude, except as a punishment 
for crime whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.”
• 13th Amendment



“All persons born or naturalized in the United 
States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are 
citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or 
enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor 
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal 
protection of the laws.”
• 14th Amendment


