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Halmstad University  
– the Innovation Driven University
Halmstad University was founded in 1983 and has from the beginning been characterised 
as forward-thinking and cross-border. 

The University conducts education and research 
within a broad field, but three profile areas are pro-
minent:

• Innovation Sciences
• Information Technology
• Health and Lifestyle

These areas make a base for the University’s activites 
and it is also in these that the University offers edu-
cation on a postgraduate level.

Education for the future
The University is known for its popular and reali-
ty-based programmes and small student groups. 
Today, the University has around 9,100 students 
(5,000 full-time students) and offers around 50 
programmes and 130 courses within several subject 
fields (2016).

Research for innovation
The research is internationally renowned and is car-
ried out in close collaboration with players outside 

the University. A lot of the research is also done within 
the University. The University is – as one of five uni-
versities in Sweden – appointed a so-called KK en-
vironment by the Knowledge Foundation.

Collaboration for development
The University actively participates in social deve-
lopment through collaboration with both industry 
and the public sector. The University’s programmes 
are repeatedly ranked among the best in the country 
in collaborating with employers. In Confederation 
of Swedish Enterprise’s latest survey, the Pre-school 
Teacher Education was named the best in the country 
and three of the top ten educations, in all categories, 
were at the University.

Four Schools and five research environments
Today, the University has around 600 employees. The-
re are 53 Professors and 95 doctoral students (2016).
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Welcome to the 22nd McGill 
International Entrepreneurship Conference 
2018 at Halmstad University
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I am delighted to Chair the 22nd McGill Conference on International Entrepreneurship 
(IE) hosted by Halmstad University. 

Since its founding, the McGill Conference has play-
ed a significant role in developing research and scho-
larship in the field of IE. The conference is known 
for dealing with the most current issues in Interna-
tional Entrepreneurship.

I hope Halmstad University will offer the conference 
delegates a fruitful arena to exchange ideas, enhance 
learning, share insights, and strengthen their acade-
mic and practical knowledge and research expertise. 
I hope you will also take the opportunity to explore 
Halmstad and its surroundings, which can be qui-
te pleasant in late August. Building and nurturing 
our relationships at the conference will enable us to 
explore and strengthen our international collabora-
tions. I wish to thank the growing community of 
IE scholars, our eminent academic guest speakers, 
our industry forum guests, and our sponsors and 
contributors for their support and commitment to 
this conference. I hope that it will be a stimulating, 
fun and memorable experience for all.

Svante Andersson
Conference Chair



4

Acknowledgements
Organising Team and Scientific Committee
Professor Svante Andersson, 
Conference Chair Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Natasha Evers, 
National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland.
Professor Hamid Etemad,  
McGill University, Canada.
Dr. Mikael Hilmersson, 
Gothenburg University, Sweden.
Professor Jonas Gabrielsson,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Professor Gabriel Baffour Awuah,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Hélène Laurell, 
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Navid Ghannad,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Ingemar Wictor,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Professor Klaus Solberg Søilen,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Ulf Aagerup, 
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Dr. Venilton Reinert,  
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Ph.Lic. Eva Berggren, 
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Ph D Student Hossam Deraz,
Halmstad University, Sweden.

Conference Support
Ulrika Hult, Event Coordinator,  
Halmstad University, Sweden. 
Sofia Ryan Hägerling, Event Coordinator,  
Halmstad University, Sweden. 
Ida Fridvall, Communications Officer,  
Halmstad University, Sweden. 

Discussants for Doctoral Colloquium
Alex Rialp Criado, 
Universidad Autónoma Barcelona, Spain.
Nicole Coviello, 
Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada.
David Crick, 
University of Ottawa, Canada.
Gabriel Baffour Awuah,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Jonas Gabrielsson, 
Halmstad University Sweden.
Natasha Evers, 
National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland.
Martin Johansson,  
Dalarna University/ Uppsala University, Sweden.
Margeret Fletcher,  
University of Glasgow, UK.
Gary Knight, 
Willamette University, USA.
Tanja Leppäaho, 
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland.
Sami Saarenketo,  
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland.
Martin Hannibal,  
University of Southern Denmark, Denmark.
Romeo Turcan, 
Aalborg University, Denmark.
Tuija Mainela, 
University of Oulu, Finland.

Reviewers of Extended Abstracts
Alex Rialp Criado,
Universidad Autónoma Barcelona, Spain.
Anders Billström,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Anders Pehrson,
Linnaeus University, Sweden.
Colm O’Gorman,
Dublin City University, Ireland.
David Crick,
University of Ottawa, Canada.



5

Erik Rasmussen,
University of Southern Denmark.
Faisal Iddris,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Gabriel Baffour Awuah,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Hélène Laurell,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
James Crick,
Loughborough University, UK.
Jonas Gabrielsson,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Lasse Torkkelli,
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland.
Magnus Holmén,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Maria Elo,
University of Turku, Finland. 
Martin Hannibal,
University of Southern Denmark, Denmark.
Mikael Hilmersson,
University of Gothenburg, Sweden. 
Mohamed Amal,
Regional University of Blumenau, Brazil.
Natasha Evers,
National University of Ireland, Galway Ireland.
Nicole Coviello,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada.
Olli Kuivalainen,
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland/
The University of Manchester, UK.
Per Servais,
Linnaeus University, Sweden.
Roger Schweizer,
University of Gothenburg, Sweden. 
Romeo Turcan,
Aalborg University, Denmark.
Sami Saarenketo,
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland.
Susanne Sandberg,
Linnaeus University, Sweden.

Sören Kock,
Hanken School of Economics, Finland.
Tage Madsen,
University of Southern Denmark, Denmark.
Tamara Galkina, 
University of Vaasa, Finland.
Tanja Leppäaho,
Lappeenranta University of Technology, Finland.
Tuija Mainela,
University of Oulu, Finland.
Ulf Aagerup,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Ulf Andersson,
Mälardalen University, Sweden.
Venilton Reinert,
Halmstad University, Sweden.
Vinciane Servantie,
Universidad de Los Andes, Colombia.

Sponsors:



Doctoral Colloquium
The colloquium provides an opportunity for doctoral students to discuss their research plans and their 
work in progress with leading scholars and colleagues in the field of International Entrepreneurship. 

6

Guest speakers

Olli Kuivalainen, D.Sc. 
(Econ.) is currently full-time 
Visiting Professor in Inter-
national Business and Mana-
gement at the University of 
Manchester (Alliance Man-
chester Business School, UK) 
and Professor in Internatio-
nal Marketing and Entre-
preneurship at the School of 
Business and Management of 
Lappeenranta University of 
Technology (Finland).

Gary Knight is the Helen 
Jackson Chair in International 
Business at Willamette Uni-
versity in Salem and Portland, 
Oregon, USA. His research 
emphasizes international entre-
preneurship, international stra-
tegy, and technology and inter-
national business.

Best Doctoral Paper 2018

Best Doctoral Paper Award was presented for the first time at the 21st McGill International 
Entrepreneurship Conference at NUI Galway, Ireland. The Award was in Memory of Professor 
Jim Bell, University of Ulster, Northern Ireland.

We are happy to acknowledge that the Award Best Doctoral Paper will also be part of the conference at Halmstad 
University and the co-chairs and Best Doctoral Paper Evaluation Committee are:

Margaret Fletcher, 
Dr., University of Glasgow.

Alex Rialp-Criado,  
Assoc. Prof., Universidad  
Autónoma Barcelona.

Photo: University of 
Manchester.

Photo: Willamette University.

Photo: University of Glasgow. Photo: Universidad Autónoma 
Barcelona.



Marketing and tied for second worldwide. She was also 
ranked eighteenth in the world for International Busi-
ness and was the only female in the ‘top 20’ list of IB 
scholars.

Nicole has held long-term visiting research professor ap-
pointments at the University of Turku (Finland), Han-
ken (Finland) and the University of Glasgow (Scotland). 
She was also an Erskine visiting fellow at the University 
of Canterbury in New Zealand (2011).

Keynote Speakers

His research interests involve work at the Marketing/
International Entrepreneurship interface and particu-
larly work that addresses a more effective public/private 
sector interaction. Examples include business models, 
ethnic entrepreneurship and internationalisation theory 
where the latter includes policy support for management 
teams involved in overseas sales. 

It is believed that David and Hamid Etemad (founder 
and organizer of the McGill International Entrepre-
neurship Conference) are the only two people that have 
attended all McGill International Entrepreneurship 
Conferences since the inception year of 1998.

David Crick is the Paul Desmarais Professor of 
International Entrepreneurship and Marketing 
in the Telfer School of Management at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa, Canada, having previously held 
full-time positions in the UK and New Zealand 
and visiting positions in various countries.

Nicole Coviello is the inaugural Lazaridis resear-
ch Professor and Professor of Marketing at the 
Lazaridis School of Business & Economics. She is 
also research director of the Lazaridis Institute 
for Management of Technology Enterprises.

Nicole received her PhD in Marketing and Internatio-
nal Business from the University of Auckland in 1994. 
She also holds an MSc (Technology Management) and 
BComm Hons (Marketing) from the University of Sas-
katchewan. In 2010, she received an honorary doctorate 
from the Turku School of Economics (Finland). She be-
gan her career at the University of Waikato (New Zea-
land) and has since held positions at the University of 
Calgary and University of Auckland.

Nicole has published her research in the top journals 
across three disciplines. These include marketing (Jour-
nal of Marketing, Journal of the Academy of Marketing 
Science), international business (Journal of Internatio-
nal Business Studies, Journal of World Business, Journal 
of International Marketing, International Business Re-
view) and entrepreneurship (Journal of Business Ven-
turing, Entrepreneurship Theory and Practice, Academy 
of Management Review).

Nicole is field editor for both marketing and interna-
tional entrepreneurship at the Journal of Business Ven-
turing. This journal is ranked as the premier journal for 
entrepreneurship research. In 2014, Nicole was ranked 
as the number one non-US scholar in International 

Photo: Wilfrid 
Laurier University.

Photo: University 
of Ottowa.
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Conference program

8

August 22, Wednesday

Main Conference O Building,  
Halmstad University.

PhD Colloquium (8.00–15.30)

7.45 Registration

8.15 Welcome remarks: Professor Svante 
 Andersson and Professor Hamid Etemad.

8.30 PhD Colloquium Session 1

10.00 Coffee break

10.30 PhD Colloquium Session 2

11.30 Publishing in International Entrepreneurship 
– Recent Methodology and Data Issues in International 
Entrepreneurship.

Guest Speaker: Professor Olli Kuivalainen
University of Manchester, UK, and Lappeenranta  
University of Technology, Finland.

Developing Your Research Career.
Guest Speaker: Professor Gary Knight
Willamette University, USA.

12.30 Lunch

13.30 PhD Colloquium Session 3

14.30 PhD Colloquium ends

Industry Forum 2018, 16.00–18.00 at HMS

Welcome to HMS: 
CEO Staffan Dahlström

Industry Panel: 
Facilitated by Dr. Mikael Hilmersson

Halmstad Castle, 18.30 – 21.00

Welcome reception at Halmstad Castle

August 23, Thursday
 
8.00 Registration

8.30 Welcome: Professor Svante Andersson, 
Conference Chair, Professor Hamid Etemad, 
McGill University, Canada and Pro Vice-Chancellor 
of Halmstad University Pernilla Nilsson.

9.00 Bridging the International Entrepreneurship-
Practitioner Divide: Implementing Examples of 
Learning From the Last 20 Years of the McGill 
Conferences.
Keynote Speaker: Professor David Crick.

10.00 Coffee break

10.30 Parallel sessions (4 papers per session)

12.30 Lunch

13.30 Parallel sessions (4 papers per session)

15.30 Coffee break

16.00 Parallel sessions (4 papers per session)

19.30 Gala Dinner at Hotel Tylösand

August 24, Friday

9.15 Contextualizing Research in International 
Entrepreneurship: Why Heritage Matters.
Keynote Speaker: Professor Nicole Coviello.

10.15 Coffee break

10.45 Parallel sessions (4 papers per session)

12.45 Lunch

13.45 Parallel sessions (5 papers per session)

16.00–  Closing Session: Professor Hamid Etemad 
16.45  and Professor Svante Andersson.



Google maps are available at hh.se/mcgill2018 under ”Logistics at the conference” 
for locations outside Halmstad University campus.

HMS & Halmstad Castle
HMS is located at Stationsgatan 37, near the train station in Halmstad city.  
Halmstad Castle (Halmstad slott) is located at Aschebergsgatan 1, right by the river 
Nissan.

Walking from HMS to the Castle takes about 15 to 20 minutes. 

The Gala Dinner at Hotel Tylösand
At the gala dinner in Tylösand, a leased bus will stop at three locations in Halmstad 
city; Grand Hotel at 18.45, Scandic Hallandia at 18.50 and Klostergatan (Lilla 
Torg), close to Hotel Mårtensson at 18.55.

It’s important to be on time, the bus can’t wait due to the dinner starts at 19.30.

The leased bus will pick up guests at Tylösand’s hotel at 23.15 and 00.15 and will 
drop guests off at Grand Hotel, Scandic Hallandia and Klostergatan.

The local bus, number 30, takes you from Tylösand to Halmstad city, if you don’t 
want to take the leased bus. Please note that the last bus from Tylösand departs at 
00.05.
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Halmstad University was formally established as an inde-
pendent institution 35 years ago and is one of the young-
est universities in Sweden.  An innovative and enterprising 
atmosphere developed around the new growing university, 
which supported entrepreneurship. Two of the pioneering 
programme (the Innovation Engineering programme and 
the Mechatronics programme) soon became known for fo-
stering student start-ups. Many of these start-ups had a con-
nection to the research area in embedded systems and one 
example is HMS.

HMS started with Nicolas Hassbjer’s student thesis project, 
in 1988. Shortly after the establishment of the firm, his 
class-mate Staffan Dahlström, also from the Mechatronics 
Programme, was involved as co-owner and businesspartner. 
The two 21-year old heard from Atlas Copco about a tech-
nical problem, and disrespectfully promised to solve it in th-
ree months’ time. They completed the challenge; something 
that deeply impressed Hitachi, which had estimated this 
development to take years. Their success story begun on an 
international market and the Japanese market is still a large 

part of their mainly international sales. 

Today HMS has its own branch offices in 14 countries, plus 
distributors in more than 50. Their headquarters is still ba-
sed in Halmstad, but HMS has technology centers in Ger-
many, Belgium and Spain. HMS Industrial Networks is a 
supplier of products for industrial communication, which 
enable industrial devices to connect and communicate in 
different ways. 

From the beginning HMS has been a fast growing compa-
ny, 2017 with an annual revenue of 119 M EUR or 1 183 
M SEK and over 500 employees. It is since 2007 listed on 
the OMX Nasdaq Nordic Stock Exchange. In 2008 it was 
appointed “Export Company of the Year” in Sweden. Still 
after 30 years HMS has close interaction with the universi-
ty, for recruiting students as employees but also for resear-
ch and project connections. Certainly, HMS is one of the 
proud examples of innovativeness and success originating 
from Halmstad University.

Halmstad University and HMS Industrial Networks 

Logistics at the conference
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        HIGHWAY
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CENTRE, 2 km

FREE
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PARKING

DISABLED PARKING

BICYCLE PARKING

MOTORCYCLE PARKING

TAXI

CITY BUS

INFORMATION SIGN

WALKWAYS

OTHER ENTRANCES

SERVICE CENTER, B BUILDING

HALMSTAD STUDENT UNION, B BUILDING

CAR PARK

Visiting address: 
Kristian IV:s väg 3
GPS coordinates:
56.6648, 12.8779

MAIN ENTRANCE

PUBLIC
PARKING

ICA MAXI
CUSTOMER 
PARKING

SPETSVINKELGATA
N

NITAREGATANICA MAXI

GOODS RECEPTION

Glass Corridor and Balcony
Health Technology Centre, 1st floor
Design Lab, 2nd floor

Glass Corridor and Balcony
Service Center, 1st floor
Student Support (Student Health Care, Study and 
Career Counselling, Learning Support), 2nd floor
Halmstad Student Union (Halmstads studentkår),  
1st floor
Café Framkanten, 1st floor

Student Affairs Department, 1st floor 
Campus Services (Estate Management), 2nd floor
Communications Department, 2nd floor
Chancellery, 3rd floor

School of Information Technology
Labs, lecture halls and project rooms, floors 2–5

School of Information Technology

School of Information Technology
Lecture halls, floors 4–5

Restaurant Spiro

Trade Center
Student Incubator, 3rd floor
Faculty Club: meeting rooms and lounge, 21st floor
Meeting rooms Himmel and Hav, 22nd floor

Högskolehallen (University Hall)
Centre for Educational Development, 2nd floor
Centre for Health and Sports, 1st floor
Lecture hall, 2nd floor
Café Nära, 2nd floor

Visionen
Lecture halls: Bærtling, Halda and Wigforss

University Library

Naturrum
School of Business, Engineering and Science 
Lecture halls and labs, floors 1–2
Rydberg Core Laboratory, 1st floor

School of Business, Engineering and Science 
Stellarium 
Lecture halls, floors 1–2

School of Business, Engineering and Science,  
floors 1–3
Lecture halls, floors 1–2

Campus Services (Caretakers’ Office), 1st floor
Digital Laborative Centre, 1st floor
School of Education, Humanities and Social  
Sciences, floors 2–4 
IT Department, 5th floor
Lecture halls, floors 1–3

School of Health and Welfare, floors 3–5  
Department for Human Resources (HR), 4th floor 
Health Lab, 1st floor
Lecture halls, floors 1, 3–4

Idérum
School of Business, Engineering and Science
Lecture halls and labs, floors 1–2
Fab Lab, 1st floor 

Electronics Centre in Halmstad
Labs

Examination halls are located around the campus  
(e.g. in X building) and also on Pilefeltsgatan 54. 
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