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Five Ways to Make Architecture Political

How can a building, a bridge, a master plan or an elevator be political? What does an atrium
do? How can material arrangements matter socially, and act politically? How can mundane
activities as simple as climbing stairs or sitting in a lecture theatre can have social, and political
effects? To better understand the political valence of designed environments we need to
embrace a dynamic view, and to ask: How, when, and under what circumstances can design
generate political relations? How can architectural design become more ‘political’? Moving
beyond conventional conversations about design and politics, in this lecture I will show how
recent developments in political philosophy can transform our understanding of the role of the
architect. Drawing on a range of examples across the globe, we will witness how politics
happens in architectural practice, learn how different design technologies have political
effects, and follow how architects reach different publics, trigger reactions and affect different
communities worldwide.

Albena Yaneva is Professor in Architectural Theory at the University of Manchester, and Director of the
Manchester Architecture Research Group (MARG) at the Manchester Urban Institute. She has been
Visiting Professor at the Princeton School of Architecture and Parsons School of Design. In 2017 She was
awarded the Lise Meitner Visiting Chair in Architecture at the University of Lund, Sweden. Yaneva holds a
doctoral degree from École Nationale Superieure des Mines de Paris (2001) where she worked alongside
Bruno Latour. Her research is intrinsically transdisciplinary and crosses the boundaries of science studies,
architectural theory, cognitive anthropology and political philosophy. She is the author of several books:
The Making of a Building (Oxford: Peter Lang, 2009), Made by the OMA: An Ethnography of Design
(Rotterdam: 010 Publishers, 2009), Mapping Controversies in Architecture (Ashgate 2012) Five Ways to
Make Architecture Political. An Introduction to the Politics of Design Practice (Bloomsbury 2017), and
editor (with Alejandro Zaera-Polo) of What is Cosmopolitical Design? (Routledge, 2015). Her work has
been translated into German, Italian, Spanish, French, Portuguese, Thai, Polish and Japanese. Yaneva is
the recipient of the Royal Institute of British Architects President’s award for outstanding research
(2010).
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