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What is Globelics? (www.globelics.org)

• The acronym stands for Global network on Economics of Learning, 
Innovation and Competence-building Systems

• Initiated in 2000 in Aalborg by scholars from Innovation and Development 
studies. 

• Organises biennial conferences and PhD academies 

• Regional LICS: AsiaLics, Lalics, Medalics, AfricaLics and EuroLics

• The Globelics Secretariat currently working out of Costa Rica

• Covers a wide range of topics from inclusive innovation, firm level innovation, 
agriculture and low carbon development to gender and innovation studies.
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The purpose of Globelics

• To contribute to scientific capacity building in the field of innovation and 
development through networking

• To contribute to the knowledge base for strategies and policies linking innovation to 
economic development

• To establish a platform for North-South/South-North and for South-South 
collaboration

• To help Ph.D.-students – especially from least developed countries - to pursue high 
quality research in the field innovation and development.  
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About AfricaLics

• Established in 2012 by a group of 
scholars working on or interested in 
Innovation and Development studies 
research in Africa

• The network now counts more than 
600 scholars mainly from Africa. It is 
governed by a board and an interim 
constitution. See: www.africalics.org

• We work on Learning, Innovation and 
Competence Building Systems (LICS) 
issues in e.g. health, low-carbon 
development, agriculture, industrial 
development etc.

The AfricaLics Vision:
To see African countries 
developing and utilizing high 
quality research, conducted by 
African researchers (and 
relevant partners), to enable 
more informed policy decisions 
to be made relating to the use 
of science, technology and 
innovation (STI) for economic 
and social development as well 
as efficient governance.

http://www.africalics.org/


AfricaLics activities

• AfricaLics Conferences

• PhD academies

• Visiting fellowships (PhD and post-docs)

• Research projects and formation of hubs

• Teaching in Innovation and Development

• Influencing curriculum development at universities

• Influencing STI policies (African Innovation Summits; Science Forum 
in Africa; Transformation, Innovation and Policy Consortium)

• Key approach:
• Focus on capacity building at both individual and institutional level using low cost models

• Networking at different scales and across disciplines and national borders (promoting

interactive and intractive learning)
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Our impact: Dedicated PhD training 2012-2020 

PhD

academies

Virtual 
mentoring

programme

PhD Visiting
Fellows

171 PhD students (62 female
and 109 male) have participated
in AfricaLics PhD academies –
three active alumni networks on 
What’s App (self-governing)

13 PhD students (9 female
and 4 male) have 
participated in the virtual 
mentoring programme

18 PhD students (7 
female
and 11 male) have 
participated in the PhD 
Visiting Fellowship 
Programme



AfricaLics Conferences and seed funded research projects 2012-2020

AfricaLics

conferences

Globelics

conferences

Seed-
funded

research 
projects

460 scholars (incl. 133 female
scholars) have participated in 
AfricaLics conferences

More than 300 African scholars
have participated in Globelics
conferences held during the 
period

90 researchers have 
participated in 16 seed-
funded projects



Globelics Thematic Review: Strengthening of Health 
Systems: Rethinking the Role of Innovation

• Current understandings of relevant debates in health systems and policy research 

• An introduction to innovation systems thinking

• Outlining where innovation systems thinking and health systems thinking come together

• Through use of innovation systems thinking in the health field

• Through discussion of contributions by innovation thinkers researching health issues

• An integrative policy development framework – the 4Fs (Form, Field, Flows and Function)

• Scenarios of the future



The 4F framework: 

See: https://www.globelics.org/publications/globelics-thematic-review/

https://www.globelics.org/publications/globelics-thematic-review/


Some useful links

• Brief presentation of AfricaLics and our take on social innovation in 
health: https://youtu.be/ckc0xtXOzBo

• Globelics Thematic Review about innovation and health systems 
strengthening: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDq7LFobeZo + 
https://www.globelics.org/publications/globelics-thematic-review/

• AfricaLics PhD VFP: 

• AfricaLics web-site: www.africalics.org

• You can also follow us on Twitter (@Africalics); Facebook or Linked-In

https://youtu.be/ckc0xtXOzBo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDq7LFobeZo
https://www.globelics.org/publications/globelics-thematic-review/
http://www.africalics.org/

