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Typologies of how location matter

Agenda
• The main points are:

– that localities matter for the relation between
territorial cohesion and social investment

– That they matter in different ways beyond
traditional questions of scale or comparative issues

– Thus, that typologies of how they matter will have 
to be generated around different relations

• Start with the conceptual understanding of 
territorial cohesion

• Then two examples of typologies
• End with some preliminary pointers to where

this leads…
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Conceptual understanding of 
territorial cohesion

• Territorial cohesion as the interplay 
between territorial capital, 
collective efficacy and territorial 
governance. 

• Territorial cohesion is a dynamic 
result of relations between assets, 
the political strategies for utilizing 
them,  and how webs of social 
relatedness generate demands and 
how ‘solutions’ are put into 
practice.
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How to understand the variations in how localities matter 
for territorial cohesion

• We need a relational approach that 
moves beyond form or density to 
focus on the territorial problems 
(problematique) 

• We need a conjunctural approach 
that capture the articulations of 
historical, political and geographical 
interconnections (see Neergaard et 
al 2020) and legitimation of 
governance strategies (Brenner and 
Theodore 2005)

• Focus on how localities cluster 
around particular compositions
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Typology of rural cohesion by degrees
of balanced services and 

infrastructural connections
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Typology of rural cohesion by degrees
of balanced services and 

infrastructural connections

Without proactive
regional planning and 
investment of services 

it becomes hard to 
tackle de-population 

trend
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Typology of rural cohesion by degrees
of balanced services and 

infrastructural connections
Proactive local leadership

ensures residential
urbanism that together

with infrastructural
connections may breake

de-population trends
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Typology of suburban cohesion based on 
the relation between governace
autonomy and collective efficacy
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Typology of suburban cohesion based on the 
relation between governace autonomy and 

collective efficacy
spatial imaginaries 

lead to different 
mobilization of 

collective efficacy 
that underpin 

governance efforts
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Typology of suburban cohesion based on the 
relation between governace autonomy and 

collective efficacy

Low local governance
autonomy delimits

possibilities for local
community to play active
role in fostering cohesion
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What are the implications?
• Variations call for different types of 

(social)investments and policy tools.
• Place-based policies need to be nested in social 

investments that connect places to the region
• Key is the kind of facilitation that local government 

perform – not so much whether or not they role out 
or role back – but how they mobilize collective 
efficacy in rolling in and out.

• Local path dependencies and “spatial imaginaries” 
are important in relation to generate needed 
leadership and synergy

• Typologies indicate local trade offs that shape the 
balance between growth and liveability

• Such knowledge can underpin development of 
innovative and territorial sensitive social investment 
policies.
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