
 

  

 

Aalborg Universitet

Nine theses on the foundation of ethics

Nørreklit, Lennart

Publication date:
2006

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication from Aalborg University

Citation for published version (APA):
Nørreklit, L. (2006). Nine theses on the foundation of ethics. Institut for Uddannelse, Læring og Filosofi, Aalborg
Universitet.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            - Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            - You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            - You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal -
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from vbn.aau.dk on: April 18, 2024

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/05630cc0-9fc6-11db-8ed6-000ea68e967b


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nine theses  
 

on the foundation of ethics 
 
 
 
 

Lennart Nörreklit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Philosophy and science Studies 
No. 3, 2006 

 



 
 
 

© Lennart Nörreklit 

Nine theses on the foundation of ethics 

Philosophy and Science Studies, no. 3, 2006 

ISBN 87-91943-00-0 

EAN 9788791943003 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Published by 
Danish Centre for Philosophy and Science Studies 
Aalborg University 
Fibigerstraede nr. 10 
9220 Aalborg 
Denmark 
 
www.think.aau.dk
 

http://www.think.aau.dk/


Symposium on foundation of ethics 
CPS, April 27, 2006 
 
 
 

Nine theses on the foundation of ethics 
 
 
Lennart Nörreklit 
 
 
 

1. Ethics is not based on our feelings, since it may demand us to act against our 
feelings. 

 
 

2. Ethics is not based on culture, tradition, habits: Ethos and morals are not ethics. 
We try and should try to create a morality rooted in our ethics. 

 
 

3. Ethics is not based on calculation of consequences. On the contrary, 
calculation of consequences presupposes tradition, ethos, morality whitout 
which human behavior generally becomes unpredictable. And: This morality 
should be rooted in ethics. 

 
 

4. Ethics is based on reason: The concept of goodness calls for reasons thorugh 
the question: “why?” – “why is it good?” The answer is a reason. 

 
 
5. The unconditional command of ethics is that we must create and sustain a 

caring, loving and loveable world, because only love provides the credible 
reason to live and be in the world 

 
 

6. We must create our self-identity by identifying with those people, activities 
and places, which we love – otherwise we become self-negating and 
destructive. 

 
 
7. The reward of being true to our loving approach to life is happiness. It is a 

condition of happiness. (Not pleasure.) 
 



 
8. Ethics is founded in the impetus, the inborn tendency of meaning and being 

togetherness (i.e. of consciousness), which aims at realizing life as a love-
project. This means, that it is founded in love, in the ability to sustain and be in 
a lovable, loving world – it is founded in our reason to live 

 
 

9. Thus ethics is founded in the impetus that creates duration and life in the form 
of value. A value is that which demands an open time horizen. The form of a 
values synthesizes duration and infinity (change) in identity. 

 
 
 


