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INTRODUCTION 
This  gu ide h igh l ights  key po in ts  f rom the  AAU Research Ind icato r  repor t  wi th  an eye towards  
how researchers  a t  AAU can  apply  the ind icator  in  the i r  s t ra teg ies for  publ icat ion and  
d isseminat ion of  research.   
 
The gu ide  conta ins  severa l  recommendat ions  on  how researchers  at  AAU should  re la te  to  the  
new AAU Research  Ind icator ,  inc lud ing ca lcu la t ion of  publ icat ion  po in ts  and other  forms o f  
assessment  o f  publ icat ions,  impact ,  and d isseminat ion,  as  wel l  as  i ts  s ign i f icance regard ing 
Pure reg is t ra t ions.   
 
A l though th is  gu ide is  spec i f ica l ly  targeted at  researchers ,  i t  is  important  to  s t ress that  the AAU 
Research Ind icato r  is  not  in tended for  use  at  ind iv idual  leve l .  In  pract ice,  th is  means that  the  
departments  rece ive  a to ta l  po in t  based  on the  research p roduct ion of  the ent i re  department  
that  cannot  be ca lcu la ted in  re la t ion to  ind iv idual  researcher  contr ibu t ions.  At  the same t ime,  
the AAU Research Ind icator  conta ins  severa l  new ways of  eva luat ing research a imed at  
co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.  There are  po in ts  for  the ind iv idual  researcher  to  cons ider  
in  terms of  making research v is ib le  v ia  researcher  prof i les  in  VBN through  var ious types of  Pure  
reg is t ra t ions.   
 
The commit tee behind the AAU Research Ind icator ,  and mater ia l  for  d isseminat ion,  has been  
estab l ished by the  Danish Counc i l  for  Research and Innovat ion (SRFI) .  The commit tee cons is ts  
o f  one representat ive  f rom each of  the four  facu l t ies ,  one f rom AAU Innovat ion,  as  wel l  as  two  
representat ives f rom VBN and  ØA respect ive ly .  F ina l ly ,  the  Commit tee  has engaged Professor  
Gunnar  Siver tsen  f rom The Nord ic  Ins t i tu te  fo r  S tud ies in  Innovat ion,  Research and Educat ion  
(Os lo)  as  an  externa l  consul tant ,  who con tr ibutes wi th  knowledge  and  exper ience in  b ib l iometr ic  
research evaluat ions.  
 
 
You can read the fu l l ,  de ta i led repor t  v ia  the fo l lowing l ink :  
h t tps : / /vbn.aau.dk/en /publ icat ions/aau-forskn ings ind ikator- t i l - f remme-af-aaus-v idenskabel ige-
publ ice-2 
 
 
 

  

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/aau-forskningsindikator-til-fremme-af-aaus-videnskabelige-publice-2
https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/aau-forskningsindikator-til-fremme-af-aaus-videnskabelige-publice-2
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AAU’S NEW RESEARCH INDICATOR 
 
A more  hol is t ic  approach 
Research evalua t ions a re current ly  undergoing a  development  in  which qual i ta t ive parameters  
are increas ing ly  inc luded in  the assessment  o f  research,  and cont r ibu t ions to  research,  in  
in teract ion wi th  more c lass ica l  and quant i ta t ive b ib l iometr ic  methods such as c i ta t ions,  
publ icat ion po in ts  and publ icat ion channels .  As par t  o f  th is  development ,  severa l  documents 
and mani fes tos have been drawn up to  insp i re  a  more  ho l is t ic  mindset  regard ing  research  
evaluat ions (Hicks et  a l .  2015;  DORA 2012;  Coal i t ion for  Advanc ing Research Assessment  2022;  
Johansen et  a l .  2021) .   
 
A common reasoning in  these documents  is  the idea of  " respons ib le  metr ics"  -  a  terminology  
par t icu lar ly  used  by the  EU in  i ts  la tes t  approach to  research evaluat ions f rom 2022 (Coal i t ion 
for  Advanc ing  Research Assessment  2022).  By us ing these metr ics ,  research ins t i tu t ions  want  
to  ensure  that  researchers  and  research  are  assessed on a  fa i r  bas is ,  tak ing the  d i f ferences  in  
research d isc ip l ines in to  account  and  promot ing d ivers i ty  in  research outputs  and cont r ibut ions .  
Th is  method can support  sound research ind icato rs .   
 
By inc lud ing severa l  e lements  f rom the  Agreement  on Reforming Research Assessment  (ARRA)  
and The Dec larat ion on Research Assessment  (DORA),  as  wel l  as  tak ing the d i f ferences between 
STEM and SSH facul t ies  in to  account ,  AAU is  a  p ioneer un ivers i ty  in  the work  of  us ing more 
respons ib le  metr ics  for  research evaluat ions on  a wel l - in formed and recognized bas is .  Being  
ab le to  inc lude other  types of  documentat ion than publ icat ion po in ts  and c i ta t ions,  the new AAU 
Research Ind icato r  reveals  a  wider  range  of  s t rong research pos i t ions in  the var ious academic 
env i ronments  at  AAU.  
 
The new research indicator a t  AAU can:  
 

•  Disp lay research width and height   
•  Be in ternat ional ly  recognizable 
•  Disp lay an unders tanding of  d i f ferences be tween d isc ip l ines 
•  Use respons ib le  methods/metr ics  
•  Show impact   
•  Be par t  o f  the budget  model  

 
Aalborg Univers i ty  has s igned both ARRA and DORA  
 
Read more abou t  ARRA here:  ht tps: / /coara.eu/   
Read more abou t  DORA here:  ht tps: / /s fdora.org /   
 
 

 

  

https://coara.eu/
https://sfdora.org/
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HOW CAN RESEARCHERS USE THE NEW 
RESEARCH INDICATOR?  
Research takes p lace  in  d i f ferent  phases and  is  communicated/d isseminated in  d i f ferent  ways.  
Th is  is  prec ise ly  why i t  is  important  that  research evaluat ions take the  d i f ferent  phases in to  
account  and recognise that  research  resu l ts  o f ten end up  in  publ ica t ions of  d i f ferent  types,  and  
that  there  is  a  vast  amount  o f  d isseminat ion  work  assoc ia ted wi th  th is  be fore,  dur ing,  and  af te r  
publ icat ion.  A t  the  same t ime,  s tud ies show that  e .g . ,  jou rnal  a r t ic les  have  bet ter  impact  in  terms  
of  c i ta t ions  i f  they a re wr i t ten  in  co l laborat ion  wi th  o ther ,  prefe rab ly  in ternat ional ,  research  
env i ronments (Schneider  and Norn 2023;  Uddannelses-  og Forskningsmin is ter ie t  2019) 1 .  In  
addi t ion,  cooperat ion wi th  nat ional  and loca l  companies,  author i t ies ,  organizat ions etc .  ensures 
that  the knowledge created at  the un ivers i t ies  is  d isseminated and appl ied in  soc ie ty .  Th is  
supports  AAU as a miss ion-dr iven un ivers i ty ,  and  as such the new research ind icator ’s  focus on 
publ icat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  co l laborat ion,  and openness is  in  l ine wi th  AAU's  s t ra teg ic  work .  
 
The new AAU Research Ind icator  makes i t  poss ib le  to  show severa l  types of  impact  and 
research he ight  th rough the inc lus ion of  mul t ip le  publ icat ion types,  as  wel l  as  i t  inc ludes a 
focus on co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.   
 

 
Figure 1:  Publ ish ing Cyc le 

 
For  researchers  at  AAU,  the ind icator  can show both publ icat ion and impact .  At  the same t ime,  
i t  prov ides ins ight  in to  how researchers  at  AAU genera l ly  co l laborate on  publ icat ions,  pro jec ts ,  
e tc .  in  re la t ion to  loca l ,  nat ional ,  or  in terna t ional  companies.  I t  a lso prov ides ins ight  in to  AAU’s  
research contr ibu t ions to  the author i t ies .  In  addi t ion,  the AAU ind icator  can show other  types o f  
communicat ion of  research,  such as par t ic ipat ion  in  debates on  soc ia l  media,  in  the news,  o r  in  
board and foundat ion work .   
 

Publication

Visibility

Collaboration

Openness
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THE AAU RESEARCH INDICATOR IS BASED ON TWO PRINCIPLES 

Al though bo th DORA and  ARRA encourage  an  increased focus on open  sc ience parameters ,  and  
more qual i ta t ive ind icators ,  there  is  s t i l l  a  need  for  convent ional  b ib l iometr ics  to  measure and  
assess research he ight ,  as  wel l  as  bread th.  Thus ,  the new ind icator  cons is ts  o f  two par ts ;   
 

•  Par t  A  focuses on sc ient i f ic  publ ish ing by means of  b ib l iometr ic  methods  
•  Par t  B appl ies  an  open  sc ience perspect ive on  research evaluat ion  that  t rans la tes in to  

three areas:  Col labora t ion,  Vis ib i l i ty ,  and Openness    
 
Whi le  the b ib l iometr ic  par t  is  neutra l  in  terms of  sc ient i f ic  d isc ip l ines,  and d i rec t ly  supports  the  
un ivers i ty 's  in terna l  d is t r ibut ion of  bas ic  funding for  research,  Par t  B is  usefu l  in  the des ign and 
fo l low-up on  more subject-spec i f ic  research s t ra teg ies at  department  leve l .  
 

 
Figure 2:  The  AAU Research Ind icator  

 
Par t  A  (weights  70 percent) :  

•  Is  appl ied for  ca lcu la t ion  of  publ icat ion po in ts  wi th  c i ta t ions 
•  Is  comparable between d isc ip l ines and departments 
•  Is  supported by complete data  
•  Is  ca lcu la ted at  depar tment  leve l  
•  In ternat ional ly  recognizable b ib l iometr ic  ind icators 

 
Par t  B  (weights  30 percent) :    

•  Data for  per fo rmance agreements  on co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness 
•  May show sc ient i f ic  d i f fe rences among departments ,  inc lud ing pos i t ions of  s t rength tha t  

are not  necessar i ly  re f lec ted in  c i ta t ions or  peer- rev iewed publ icat ions  
•  The overa l l  data sources are qual i ta t ive,  and s ta t is t ics  and descr ip t ions are used in  the  

d isseminat ion 
•  Is  compi led at  department  leve l   
•  is  in ternat ional ly  recognizable in  an open sc ience perspect ive and compat ib le  wi th  DORA 

and ARRA 
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Part  A – Scient i f ic  publ ishing   
Part  A is  based  on ca lcu la t ion of  publ icat ion  po in ts  and founded on complete data  for  
sc ient i f ic  publ ish ing f rom a l l  d isc ip l ines.  The ca lcu la t ion ensures a ba lance between 
them. However,  the AAU Research Ind ica tor  has been expanded in  re la t ion to  prev ious ly  
used ind icators  wi th  more publ icat ion types,  as  wel l  as  changes in  some of  the po in t  ra tes  
for  publ icat ion contr ibu t ions compared to  prev ious ly  used models .  At  the same t ime,  the 
ind icator  has been developed to  inc lude c i ta t ions  wherever  poss ib le .  When c i ta t ions are 
used,  the  departments '  coverage rate  in  the c i ta t ion database  Scopus  is  f i rs t  ca lcu la ted  
to  accommodate publ icat ion d i f ferences across departments .  That  is ,  i t  cons iders that  
some departments  have a large par t  o f  the i r  research product ion indexed  in  Scopus,  whi le  
o thers  have  a smal ler  par t .  The departments '  coverage ra t io  is  there fore  ca lcu la ted based  
on the departments '  to ta l  research product ion in  Pure.  In  the AAU Research Ind icator ,  
c i ta t ions are a lso on ly  weighted for  each department .  
 
 

Part  B -  Col laborat ion,  Visibi l i ty ,  and Openness  
Part  B is  based on s ta t i s t ics  and in format ion at  department  leve l  regard ing innovat ion  
and co l laborat ion ,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness in  research pract ice.  Th is  par t  o f  the ind icato r  
uses a d i f ferent  type of  data,  which may be more incomplete in  re la t ion to  what  you want  
to  measure,  and where a 1:1 compar ison between d isc ip l ines may be d i f f icu l t .  At  the  
same t ime,  Par t  B is  important  in  ensur ing  that  AAU's  research ind icator  inc ludes 
perspect ives f rom DORA (2012) and ARRA (2022),  thus ensur ing that  the  model  has the  
des i red behav iour-chang ing ef fec t  in  terms of  unders tanding that  research publ ish ing and 
research impact  can be measured us ing d i f ferent  ind icators .  The Commit tee proposes 
that  repor t ing of  th is  par t  o f  the ind icator  is  inc luded in  the ex is t ing target  agreements .  
For  the departments  to  ga in  access to  the  par t  o f  the  fund pool  that  is  a l located for  
co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness,  i t  is  requi red that  there is  a  target  agreement  
approved by the Dean 's  Of f ice.  Since Part  B of  the ind icator  wi l l  requi re  the greates t  
t ransformat ion in  terms of  implementat ion,  inc lud ing co l lec t ion of  data ,  the commit tee 
proposes that  Par t  A takes up 70 percent  in  the economic d is t r ibut ion model ,  whereas  
Part  B  takes up 30  percent  and is  used fo l lowing a qual i ta t ive assessment  o f  the s t ra tegy  
work .  The  Commit tee  proposes that  the d is t r ibut ion of  the percentages between A and B 
are ad justed on a con t inuous bas is .  
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TWO IMPORTANT METRICS IN RESEARCH ANALYSIS 

In  genera l ,  there are  two approaches when i t  comes to  ca lcu la t ing  impact  f rom a  c i ta t ion  
perspect ive.  You  can  e i ther  choose  an a r t ic le  metr ic  (see  A)  or  a  journal  metr ic  (see B) .  In  
addi t ion,  you can choose whether  the met r ic  should be f ie ld-weigh ted,  i .e .  normal ized wi th in  a  
research area,  or  whether  i t  should be non-normal ized.  A normal ized c i ta t ion metr ic  means that  
c i ta t ion pract ices wi th in  a  g iven research f ie ld  are taken in to  account ,  e .g .  f requency of  c i ta t ions.   
 

A.  Field-Weighted Cita t ion Impact (FWCI)  
1.  Ar t ic le  metr ics  
2 .  Normal ized in  research f ie ld  (wor ld  avg.  1)  
3 .  Expresses the v is ib i l i ty / impact  o f  ar t ic les  
4.  The non-normal ized counterpar t :  Number of  c i ta t ions 

   
B.  Source Normalized Impact Per Paper (SNIP)  
1.  Journal  metr ics  
2 .  Normal ized in  research f ie ld  (wor ld  avg.  1)  
3 .  Expresses the probabi l i t y  o f  c i ta t ions in  a  g iven journal  
4 .  The non-normal ized counterpar t :  CiteScore (Journal  Impact  Factor )  

 
  
The AAU Research Ind icator  ca lcu la tes c i ta t ions us ing a f ie ld-weighted ar t ic le  metr ic .  Th is  
means that  the c i ta t ions are weighted in  re la t ion to  the subject  f ie ld  in  which they are publ ished .  
Th is  is  done to  focus on the impact  o f  the publ icat ions and not  the journal  in  which they are 
publ ished.  Th is  pr inc ip le  is  in  l ine wi th  ARRA and DORA that  recommend the focus on Journal  
Impact  Factors  is  rep laced by a focus on the mer i ts  o f  the  ind iv idual  a r t ic le .  Th is  does  not  mean 
that  the impact  o f  a  journal  is  un important  when researchers  must  choose a publ icat ion channel .  
The journal 's  impact  fac tor  remains an ind icato r  o f  the l ike l ihood of  c i ta t ions.   
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SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING (PART A) 
Scient i f ic  d isc ip l ines d i f fer ,  a lso  in  terms of  ways of  communicat ing  research resul ts .  Par t  A of  
the research ind icator  recognizes var ious of  publ icat ion types – bu t  wi th  d i f ferent  weigh ts .  For  
a  publ icat ion to  t r i gger  potent ia l  po in ts  in  the  AAU Research Ind icator ,  i t  must  be peer-rev iewed 
and publ ished through  a  profess ional ly  recognized channel 1.   
 
Th is  is  requi red  in  o rder  to  mainta in  focus on  the mer i t  and  qual i ty  o f  journals ,  ser ies ,  and 
publ ishers .  As the Danish BFI  l is ts  is  no longer updated,  i t  is  the Norwegian L is t  –  The Norwegian  
Regis ter  for  Sc ient i f ic  Journals ,  Ser ies  and  Publ ishers 2 –  that  you  must  look to .  The advantage  
of  the Norwegian l is t  is  that  i t  inc ludes twice as many channels  as the prev ious Danish l is t .  
Danish researchers  may suggest  addi t ions to  the  l is t .   
 
Unl ike the o ld  BFI  model ,  the AAU Research Ind icator  does not  apply  leve ls  when award ing  
po ints .  Th is  means that  a  publ icat ion t r iggers  po in ts  i f  the publ icat ion venue is  on the Norwegian  
l is t  and meets  the min imum cr i ter ia  ( i .e .  is  on leve l  1) .  The points  are  awarded based on the  
bas ic  po in ts  in  the tab le  be low,  regard less of  jou rnal ’s  leve l  a t  the Norwegian l is t .   
 
The weight ing  is  expressed in  terms of  the  number of  bas ic  po in ts  in  the fo l lowing tab le :  
 

Publicat ion types that  count in the AAU Research Indicator  Basic points  
(B)  

Journal  art ic le ,  Conference art ic le  in journal ,  Letter,  Review, 
Contribut ion to book,  Contribut ion to report ,  Conference art ic le  in 
proceeding 

1 

Book,  Report ,  Doctoral  thesis  5 

Encyclopaedia ar t ic le ,  Anthology,  Editoria l ,  Preprint  0,5.  

Patents  2 

 

WHEN CHOOSING A JOURNAL, SERIES, OR PUBLISHER  
A.  Locate the publ icat ion channel  that  you f ind  most  su i tab le  for  communica t ing your  

research.  
B.  Check i f  the channel  is  on Norwegian the l is t  a t  

h t tps : / /kanal reg is te r .hkd i r .no/publ iser ingskanaler /Fors ide.act ion?reques t_ loca le=en  
C.  I f  the des i red publ ish ing  channel  is  not  on the  Norwegian l is t ,  you have the opt ion to  

suggest  new journals ,  book ser ies ,  or  publ ishers .  Th is  is  done v ia  a  s tandard ised 
repor t ing fo rm v ia  the l ink  above.   

D.  I f  you publ ish in  a  jou rnal  or  book ser ies ,  check i f  the channel  is  indexed  in  the c i ta t ion 
database Scopus.   

 
 
1 There are  cer ta i n  exept ions  for  peer  rev iew:  Prepr i n ts  and pat ents .  These cannot  be marked w i th  pee r  
rev iew in  Pu re .  
2 h t tps : / / kana l reg is ter . hkd i r .no/  

https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/publiseringskanaler/Forside.action?request_locale=en
https://kanalregister.hkdir.no/


AAU RESEARCH INDICATOR 

 
 

10 

SUGGEST A NEW JOURNAL, BOOK SERIES, OR PUBLISHER  
I f  a  journal ,  book ser ies ,  or  publ isher  is  not  in  the Norwegian reg is te r ,  you can suggest  that  the  
publ ish ing channel  is  inc luded.  You must  c reate a user  a t  h t tps : / /kanal reg is ter .hkd i r .no / .  The  
webs i te  is  ava i lab le  in  both Norwegian  and  Engl ish and has  descr ip t ions of  p rocedures and  
cr i ter ia  fo r  approval  o f  p roposals  for  publ ish ing channels .  Please no t ice the annual  deadl ine  in  
the autumn for  proposals  to  the reg is ter .  Publ ish ing channels  proposed af ter  the deadl ine wi l l  
not  be cons idered in  terms of  publ icat ion po in ts  for  the current publ icat ion year .  A f ina l  s ta tus  
on the proposed channels  wi l l  be publ ished in  January  the fo l lowing year .  
 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE AN AUTHORITY LIST? 
I t  mat ters  great ly  which  journal  or  publ isher  you choose when you are go ing to  publ ish your  
research.  The  probabi l i t y  o f  c i ta t ions,  and  hence  the v is ib i l i ty  and scope of  your  communicat ion  
of  research resu l ts ,  var ies  great ly  f rom one  publ icat ion channel  to  another .  In  genera l ,  a  g reat  
deal  o f  work  is  carr ied  out  to  assess the academic qual i ty  o f  methods and resul ts  descr ibed  in  
research publ icat ions.  However,  there  are  a lso examples where  the peer  rev iew is  not  
commensurate wi th  what  can be expected and is  necessary .   
 
At  one end of  the spectrum are wel l - run  journals  and publ ishers  that  have qual i ty  communicat ion  
and peer  rev iew.  These  publ ish ing channels  are of ten known and recognized in  the sc ient i f ic  
env i ronments .  At  the other  end,  there are publ ica t ion channels  that  in  var ious ways do not  meet  
genera l  s tandards  for  sc ient i f ic  publ ish ing.  I t  can be anyth ing f rom poor  qual i ty  in  peer  rev iew,  
and v is ib i l i ty  o f  the publ icat ions,  to  the so-ca l led "predatory  jou rnals"  that  charge you fo r  
publ icat ion wi thout  anyth ing happening other  than that  you pay and ne i ther  get  correct  peer  
rev iew nor  get  your  research publ ished.   
 
Predatory  jou rnals  are an increas ing prob lem as  more and more journals  conver t  to  fu l l  Open 
Access and change the i r  bus iness model  to  publ icat ion payment  in  the form o f  an  Ar t ic le  
Process ing Charge  (APC) (Siver tsen  2022).  As  such,  i t  is  important  that  the new AAU Research 
Ind icator  makes use of  a  type of  author i ty  l is t  that  can he lp ensure that  the research produced  
at  Aalborg Univers i ty  is  a lso publ ished through p rofess ional ly  recognized  publ ish ing channels .     
 
In  th is  context ,  "profess ional ly  recognized"  means that  researchers  wi th  domain knowledge have 
assessed that  the work  carr ied out  in  re la t ion to  peer  rev iew,  and  communicat ion about  
publ icat ions through a g iven channel ,  meets  current  s tandards in  the f ie ld .  The work  of  
assess ing publ icat ion channels  takes p lace  in  severa l  countr ies ,  but  Norway  has a wel l - run  
organisat ion of  the  work  wi th  l is ts  o f  p rofess ional ly  recognized channels  – The Norwegian 
Regis ter  fo r  Sc ient i f ic  Journals ,  Ser ies  and Publ ishers .   

HOW ARE POINTS CALCULATED? 

The use of  respons ib le  metr ics  is  a  fundamenta l  pr inc ip le  o f  the AAU Research Ind icato r .  In  
pract ice,  th is  means that  the ind icator  does not  ca lcu la te  po in ts  a t  i nd iv idual  leve l ,  but  a t  
department  leve l .  A t  the  same t ime,  the  assessment  o f  a  publ icat ion is  based on i ts  own mer i ts ,  
e .g .  c i ta t ions or  publ icat ion type.  Th is  means that  the AAU Research Ind icator  does not  make 
d i rec t  use  of  e .g .  a  Journal  Impact  Factor  or  "publ icat ion venue"  in  the  ca lcu la t ion o f  score.  
Thus,  a  grad ing of  po in ts  is  no longer used in  re la t ion to  where an ar t ic le  is  publ ished,  as  was  
the case wi th  e .g .  the BFI  model .  Fur thermore,  the new ind icator  takes d ivers i ty  in  publ icat ion  
types and d isseminat ion paths of  research and research resul ts  in to  account ,  which is  why more 
scor ing publ icat ion types have been added.  For  Par t  A ,  th is  means  that  publ icat ion po in ts  
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weighted by c i ta t ions are ca lcu la ted at  department  leve l .  In  Par t  B,  the department  works  
s t ra teg ica l ly  wi th  ta rget  agreements  a imed at  co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness in  re la t ion  
to  the depar tment 's  research.  
 

ARTICLE IMPACT 
In  research evaluat ion,  i t  is  poss ib le  to  emphas ize quant i ty  on the one hand and qual i ty  on the  
other .  Publ icat ion coun ts  and publ icat ion  scores focus on quant i ty .  Th is  prov ides a  p ic ture  of  
research vo lume and the opportun i ty  to  fo l low the actua l  product ion of  research contr ibut ions.  
Another  complementary  focus is  qual i ty  that  is  expressed e.g.  through impact ,  which  is  ach ieved  
by inc lud ing c i ta t ions in  the equat ion.  I t  should be emphasized that  c i ta t ions are one of  many  
e lements  that  const i tu te  research  qual i ty .  Par t  B of  the  AAU Research  Ind icator  focuses on  
other ,  and some of  the more qual i ta t ive,  ways o f  eva luat ing research.      
 
The AAU Research Ind icator  pays at tent ion to  quant i ty  both in  re la t ion to  the number of  
publ icat ions of  d i f ferent  types and to  c i ta t ions where poss ib le .  In  pract ice,  th is  means that  a  
department ’s  share of  Scopus indexed publ icat ions are ass igned a c i ta t ion weight .  However,  not  
a l l  departments  are equal ly  wel l  covered in  the Scopus c i ta t ion database.  To accommodate the 
d i f ference,  the department 's  coverage rate in  Scopus has been  ca lcu la ted on the bas is  o f  the  
department 's  ent i re  scor ing research ou tput  (Scopus coverage = SC).  Th is  means that  fo r  
departments  wi th  a  h igh  Scopus coverage rat io ,  the c i ta t ions  wi l l  carry  a  corresponding ly  h igh  
weight .  Converse ly ,  c i ta t ions wi l l  have less weight  for  departments  wi th  low Scopus coverage.   
 
Example  
I f  a  department’s Scopus coverage rate is  40 percent,  40 percent of  the department 's  to tal  
publ icat ion points wi l l  be weighted with a ci tat ion number and 60  percent wi l l  not  be  
weighted.  
 

THE FIELD-WEIGHTED CITATION METRIC FOR POINT CALCULATION (FWCI)  
Fie ld-Weighted Ci ta t ion  Impact  (FWCI)  is  used as c i ta t ion weight .  F ie ld-Weighted Ci ta t ion 
Impact  is  ca lcu la ted on the bas is  o f  Scopus da ta,  and the met r ic  takes d i f ferences in  c i ta t ion  
pat terns wi th in  the var ious sc ient i f ic  d isc ip l ines in to  account .  I t  is  a  way of  measur ing how the 
number of  c i ta t ions  for  a  set  o f  publ icat ions  compare to  the average number  of  s imi lar  
publ icat ions in  Scopus.  An FWCI over  one (1)  means that  you receive more c i ta t ions than the  
wor ld  average  wi th in  a  g iven sc ient i f ic  f ie ld .   
 
A department ’s  publ ica t ion po in ts  are weighted as fo l lows:  
 

𝑃𝑃 ∗𝑊𝑊𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 
 
𝑊𝑊𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 is  a  to ta l  re f lec t ion of  the c i ta t ion weigh t  o f  the  department ’s  publ icat ions.  Based on the 
d iv is ion of  the depar tment 's  publ icat ions in to  a  share covered in  Scopus,  and a share not  
covered in  Scopus,  FWCI weights  the  share of  publ icat ions covered in  Scopus.  Thus,  the 
department ’s  to ta l  c i ta t ion weight  is  ca lcu la ted  as fo l lows:  
 

𝑊𝑊𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 = 𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 ∗ 𝐹𝐹𝑊𝑊𝑆𝑆𝐹𝐹𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 + (1 − 𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜) 
 
In  both examples,  the  ca lcu la t ion of  the department 's  publ icat ions covers  a f ive-year  per iod up  
to  and inc lud ing  the  year  for  which publ icat ion po in ts  are ca lcu la ted.  Thus ,  i f  publ ica t ion po in ts  
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are to  be ca lcu la ted  for  2022,  the ca lcu la t ion  per iod for  coverage  (𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑆𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜)  and f ie ld-weighted  
c i ta t ion f igures (𝐹𝐹𝑊𝑊𝑆𝑆𝐹𝐹𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜)  are  2018-2022.  
 
Weighted publ icat ion po in ts  are ca lcu la ted every  year  a t  the beginn ing  of  June for  prev ious 
year 's  publ ica t ions.  Both  FWCI and  Scopus  coverage rat io  for  publ icat ions are ca lcu la ted  fo r  a  
f ive-year  per iod in  arrears  in  re la t ion to  the year  for  which publ icat ion po in ts  are ca lcu la ted.   
 
Example  
Points for publ icat ions publ ished in 2022 (points are calculated in June 2023) are 
calculated with Scopus coverage for publ icat ions in the period 2018-2022 and FWCI for the  
period 2018-2022.  Both Scopus’  coverage ra t io and FWCI  are  calculated a t  department  
level .  
 

WHY IS SCOPUS USED AS A CITATION DATABASE?  
Scopus,  Web of  Sc ience ,  and  Diment ions  are  c i ta t ion databases  that  a im to  index journals  and 
count  c i ta t ions.  I f  a  journal  is  indexed in  e i ther  Scopus,  Web o f  Sc ience,  or  Dimensions,  i t  is  
poss ib le  to  ca lcu la te  number of  c i ta t ions at  a r t ic le  leve l ,  to  spec i fy  a  cer ta in  t ime span,  as  wel l  
as  to  ident i fy  in  which ar t ic les  the c i ta t ions occur .  I t  ho lds for  a l l  three c i ta t ion databases that  
they have c lear  def in i t ions of  the i r  overa l l  data sources.   
 
There are  other  c i ta t ion  databases,  such as  Google Scholar ,  which  have good coverage,  but  
lack a c lear  de f in i t ion o f  the overa l l  data  sources that  in fo rm the i r  c i ta t ion counts .  A t  the  same 
t ime,  Google  Scholar  does not  have the  opt ion  of  aggrega ted data  ext ract ion such as FWCI.  
Web of  Sc ience coverage rate  is  s l ight ly  smal ler ,  or  corresponds,  to  Scopus ' ,  whereas  
Dimension 's  coverage  rate is  less than both  Web of  Sc ience and  Scopus in  terms of  AAU 
publ icat ions.  Scopus covers  more than  ha l f  o f  AAU's  research publ icat ions and has consequent ly  
been chosen as the  c i tat ion database in  order  to  ach ieve h igh coverage based on so l id  data.  
The VBN team wi l l  con t inuous ly  moni tor  developments  wi th in  c i ta t ion  databases and assess 
whether  there is  reason for  a  change of  pract ice.  
 

COLLABORATION ON PUBLICATIONS 
With the new AAU Research Ind icator  there is  a  des i re  to  promote coopera t ion loca l ly ,  nat ional ly ,  
and in ternat ional ly ,  as  s tud ies show that  i t  o f ten g ives h igher  impact (Schneider  and Norn 2023).  
Major  b ib l iometr ic  s tud ies and mathemat ica l  ca lcu la t ions have shown tha t  by  apply ing the square  
root  o f  the f rac t ion,  you  achieve an improved ca lcu la t ion of  po in t  propor t ion.  Th is  is  because 
the square  root  o f  a  f rac t ion is  a lways b igger  than the f rac t ion.  Th is  way of  th ink ing is  based on  
the idea tha t  teamwork  requi res over lapping respons ib i l i t ies  and organizat ion,  and as  such 
should be rewarded in  the ca lcu la t ion of  po in ts  (Siver tsen,  Rousseau,  and Zhang 2019).  In  
addi t ion,  there is  ev idence that  publ icat ions wr i t ten in  co l laborat ion wi th  in ternat ional  
researchers  achieve a h igher  number of  c i ta t ions  (Schneider  and Norn 2023).  
 
In  pract ice,  th is  means that  publ icat ion po in ts  (P )  are ca lcu la ted a t  depar tment  leve l ,  and 
bas ic  po in ts  (B )  for  a  publ icat ion is  d iv ided between departments  as fo l lows:  
 

𝑃𝑃 =  𝐵𝐵�
𝐿𝐿
𝑇𝑇 
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L  is  the number of  authors  f rom the department ,  and T  is  the to ta l  number of  authors  on the 
publ icat ion.   
 
Th is  means that  co l laborat ion on publ icat ions is  rewarded by ca lcu la t ing f rac t ionat ion,  and that  
i t  potent ia l ly  has a pos i t i ve impact  on the depar tment 's  FWCI.    
 

COLLABORATION, VISIBILITY, AND OPENNESS 
(PART B) 
 
Par t  B Col laborat ion,  V is ib i l i ty ,  and Openness incorporates new in ternat ional  t rends wi th in  
research evaluat ions  (e .g. ,  ARRA and  DORA).  By d isp lay ing and  document ing other  types of  
contr ibut ions to  research than publ icat ions and c i ta t ions,  Par t  B a ims to  h igh l ight  both research  
he ight  and breadth,  as  wel l  as  ensure that  each  department  can choose  and show i ts  pos i t ions  
of  s t rength wi th in  the  three def ined areas:  Col laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.   
 
Unl ike Part  A,  Par t  B uses s ta t is t ics ,  not  po in ts ,  in  connect ion wi th  the annual  per formance 
agreements  that  the departments  must  prepare for  approval  by  the  Dean's  Of f ice.  The  
per formance agreements  for  Par t  B of  the AAU Research Ind icator  are  incorporated in to  the 
per formance agreements  for  Knowledge fo r  the Wor ld ,  but  wi th  a  separate sect ion on the des ign 
of  the research ind icator . 3 Par t  B o f  the AAU Research Ind icator  is  made poss ib le  by Pure data  
that  current ly  inc ludes severa l  data on co l labora t ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.   
  
Fur thermore,  Par t  B of  the ind icator  is  ca lcu la ted at  department  leve l  and is  a lso department-
spec i f ic ,  as  i t  is  the departments  that  choose  which s ta t is t ics  and data they use in  the 
per formance agreements  on cooperat ion,  v is ib i l i t y ,  and openness.  In  addi t ion,  th is  par t  can a lso 
make use of  the s ta t is t ics  ca lcu la ted in  re la t ion  to  publ icat ion leve l  (see f igure 2 for  an overv iew 
of  the  d i f feren t  par ts  o f  the AAU Research  Ind icator) .  The department  must  have an  approved  
per formance agreement  to  obta in  the funds assoc ia ted wi th  Par t  B.  The per formance agreements  
are drawn up at  department  leve l  and approved by the Dean 's  Of f ice.    
 
The fo l lowing subsect ions wi l l  b r ie f ly  ou t l ine the  d i f ferent  types of  current ly  ava i lab le  Pure data  
regard ing co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.  In  addi t ion,  there  is  a  descr ip t ion of  how th is  
type of  data  can show other  ways in  which  research has impact  and  in f luence on the  surrounding  
soc ie ty .  Th is  inc ludes how i t  may shed l ight  on  contr ibut ions to  in te rna t ional  agendas wi th in  
academia,  the publ ic  sector ,  and bus iness communi ty .  As expla ined,  i t  is  up to  the ind iv idual  
departments  to  choose the i r  area of  focus in  a  g iven per iod.   
 

COLLABORATION  

Pure publ ica t ion records  conta in  in format ion  about  in terna l  and  externa l  authors  as  wel l  as  the i r  
a f f i l ia t ions.  Department  and facu l ty  re la t ions are genera l ly  d isp layed for  in te rna l  authors .  
Externa l  authors  are d isp layed wi th  the i r  o rganizat ion and country .  Th is  in format ion can be 

 
 
3 For  more in fo rmat i on on how the depar tments  shou ld  work  out  the  resea rch ind i ca tor  par t  the  annua l  
per f ormance agreements  look  he re :  h t tps : / / vbn.aau.dk /da/pub l i ca t ions /aau- fo rskn ings ind ika t or -de l -b-
data -kata l og-og -gu ide- t i l - i ns t i tu t -    

https://vbn.aau.dk/da/publications/aau-forskningsindikator-del-b-data-katalog-og-guide-til-institut-
https://vbn.aau.dk/da/publications/aau-forskningsindikator-del-b-data-katalog-og-guide-til-institut-
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found for  ac t iv i ty  and  pro jec t  reg is t ra t ion to  a  cer ta in  extent .  Thus,  ex terna l  co l laborat ion on  
publ icat ions can be documented to  a  very  h igh  degree.  
 
Act iv i t ies  and pro jec ts  in  Pure may show d i f ferent  and broader areas of  co l laborat ion than  
publ icat ions,  which are pr imar i ly  a imed at  academia.  There may be co-authors  f rom publ ic  and  
pr ivate organizat ions,  and wi th  regards  to  act iv i t ies  i t  is  poss ib le  to  inc lude memberships of  
networks,  counc i ls ,  boards,  and other  contexts  in  which researchers  f rom AAU contr ibute.  
Pro jec t  reg is t ra t ions have a broad scope and can conta in  many types of  co l laborat ion.  I f  the  
department  wishes to  focus on co l laborat ion and externa l  re la t ions  based on act iv i ty  and pro jec t  
reg is t ra t ions,  i t  wi l l  requ i re  an ef for t  in  te rms of  c reat ing a foundat ion of  usable and va l id  data  
sources for  depar tments  wi th  no estab l ished  reg is t ra t ion pract ice.   
 
ARRA (2022) emphas ises d ivers i ty  in  research ro les  and career  pathways,  as  wel l  as  ro les  
outs ide academia.  Th is  can be documented  by  co-publ ish ing wi th  people f rom publ ic  and  pr ivate  
organizat ions.  Students  and admin is t ra t ive  s ta f f  (TAP)  a re a l ready inc luded as au thors  on some 
of  AAU's  publ icat ions,  and there is  an ex is t ing pract ice at  severa l  departments  for  the inc lus ion 
of  these research ro les .  I t  appl ies  to  both s tudents  and admin is t ra t ive s ta f f  that  they count  as  
in terna l  authors  on publ i cat ions.   

VISIBILITY 

Research v is ib i l i ty  has been the t rad i t ional  focus in  academia.  Th is  can be demonstrated by  
c i ta t ions to  some extent .  For  departments  where  c i ta t ions are  an important  and f requent ly  used 
metr ic ,  the department  may choose to  focus on journal  leve l  and the  share of  most  c i ted  
publ icat ions in  the per formance agreements  to  show v is ib i l i ty  or  o ther  c i ta t ion metr ics  that  
re f lec t  publ icat ion leve l .   
 
AAU's  s t ra tegy Knowledge for  the Wor ld  a ims to  make a more far- reaching research impact  and  
prove i ts  re levance to  the surrounding  wor ld  by  other  means than  jus t  c i ta t ions.  ARRA (2022)  
emphasizes the recogni t ion of  technolog ica l ,  economic ,  cu l tura l ,  and soc ie ta l  impact .  The  
overa l l  data  sources  made avai lab le  for  demonstrat ion of  v is ib i l i ty  outs ide  the research 
communi ty  inc ludes press cut t ings,  the soc ia l  media metr ics  o f  publ icat ions (PlumX Analy t ics ,  
n .d . ) ,  and “ impact  reg is t ra t ions” .  
 
Press cut t ings  are  reg is tered in  AAU's  research  reg is t ra t ion system based on a media  l is t  o f  
Danish sources,  and wi th  a  cer ta in  addi t ion of  in ternat ional  on l ine sources.  You can v iew a leve l  
termed "at tent ion per  press cut t ing"  v ia  the  number of  media  in  which the ind iv idual  press s to ry  
has been reproduced.  
 
Any on l ine at tent ion  that  AAU's  publ icat ions  rece ive in  the  terms  of  c l icks ,  downloads,  
bookmarks,  comments ,  shares,  l ikes,  tweets ,  e tc .  is  p icked up  and  noted a long  wi th  the 
publ icat ions (PlumX Ana ly t ics ,  n .d . ) .  Th is  ho lds for  four  categor ies :  Usage,  Captures,  Ment ions  
and soc ia l  media.  A measure of  a  department 's  on l ine at tent ion can,  for  example,  be at t r ibuted  
to  the number of  publ icat ions -  wi th in  the group  of  publ icat ions -  that  have the 10 percent  most  
ment ions  in  re la t ion to  the facu l ty .   
 
Soc ie ta l  impact  is  d i f f icu l t  to  document  but  is  in  h igh demand.  Under  the auspices of  the VBN 
team, AAU runs a system where da i ly  p ress cut t ings are used as poss ib le  cata lys ts  for  
reg is t ra t ion of  soc ie ta l  impact .  Approx imate ly  15-20 press cut t ings a re created at  AAU dai ly .  
Press cut t ing summaries form the bas is  for  an assessment  o f  whether  AAU research has had an  
impact  –  great  or  smal l  –  outs ide the un ivers i ty .  I f  th is  is  the case,  i t  is  invest igated whether  the  
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research and  impact  can be re t r ieved,  and  supported by,  o ther  p ress cut t ings,  publ icat ions,  
pro jec ts ,  e tc .  I f  any such support  for  an impact  descr ip t ion is  detected ,  a  descr ip t ion of  the 
impact  is  prepared,  and a reg is t ra t ion o f  soc ie ta l  impact  is  made by the VBN team. 

OPENNESS 

Transparency regard ing  research  resu l ts  and data is  one  of  the  main po in ts  o f  ARRA (2022).  
Th is  inc ludes ear ly  shar ing of  data  and resul ts ,  as  wel l  as  openness regard ing par tners .  Open 
access to  publ icat ions and data ( fo r  the la t ter  to  the extent  poss ib le)  is  a  grant  requi rement  o f  
the EU ( the European Commiss ion n.d. ) .  At  the same t ime,  there is  an increas ing demand f rom 
nat ional  funders  and  foundat ions that  research publ icat ions a re made openly  ava i lab le .  
Therefore,  i t  is  importan t  that  AAU researchers  a re aware  that  they may be under the ob l igat ion  
to  make the i r  research openly  ava i lab le  once they have received gran ts .  Th is  can e i ther  be  
through golden Open Access publ icat ions,  where  you pay an Ar t ic le  Process ing Charge (APC) ,  
or  v ia  green Open Access (para l le l  publ ish ing)  o f  the accepted manuscr ip t  (Uddannelses-  og  
Forskningsmin is ter ie t  n .d . ) . 4  
 
The new AAU Research  Ind icator  represents  a  broad unders tanding  of  openness.  Which means 
that  a l l  types of  openness to  publ icat ions and other  research d isseminat ion have va lue.  Wi th  
regards to  Par t  B,  fo r  example,  departments  can work  on access to  publ icat ions that  do not  
comply  wi th  the Open Access Ind icator 's  requi rement  o f  a  maximum 12-month embargo per iod  
and l imi ta t ion to  jou rnal  ar t ic les  (Uddannelses-  og Forskningsmin is ter ie t  n .d . ) .  They can work  
towards open access to  as much research as  poss ib le ,  even i f  i t  is  on ly  a f ter  an embargo per iod 
of  e .g . ,  24 months.   
 
Another  area of  openness that  departments  can work  wi th  is  open data and compl iance wi th  the 
FAIR pr inc ip les  (Wi lk inson et  a l .  2016).  Examples of  th is  could be  to  record metada ta for  
datasets  in  Pure,  o r  desc r ip t ions of  how the depar tment  works  to  incorpora te the FAIR pr inc ip les  
in  the i r  research.   
 
Openness is  a lso a mat ter  o f  the ind iv idual  researcher ’s  e f for ts  in  terms of  descr ib ing h is  or  her  
research prof i le .  Researchers  can draw up an act ive prof i le  descr ip t ion at  AAU's  research por ta l :  
h t tps : / /vbn.aau.dk/en / .  Creat ing ORCID and Google Scholar  p rof i les  wi l l  fur ther  he lp  to  
s t rengthen an open  onl ine in f ras t ructu re for  communicat ion and co l laborat ion on research.  

 
THE DEPARTMENT’S APPROACH TO THE PERFORMANCE AGREEMENTS 

Part  B p rov ides the department  wi th  an opportun i ty  to  show prec ise ly  where the department  has  
i ts  s t rengths,  and to  argue for  -  us ing s ta t is t ics  and narrat ives in  the annual  per formance 
agreements  -  which ta rget  p ic ture and data  sources should be cons idered in  the  depar tment  
eva luat ion of  cooperat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and  openness.  The per formance agreements  are l inked  to  
ex is t ing goal  agreements  in  Knowledge  for  the Wor ld  and wi l l  be inc luded in  th is  repor t .   
 
There are cer ta in  prerequis i tes  that  must  be met  before a department ’s  per formance agreement  
can be approved by the Dean's  Of f ice:   

 
 
4 A  gu ide to  Open Access  can be found here :  h t tps : / /www. team.vbn.aau.dk / forskn ings formid l i ng /open-
sc ience/Open+Access /   

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/
https://www.team.vbn.aau.dk/forskningsformidling/open-science/Open+Access/
https://www.team.vbn.aau.dk/forskningsformidling/open-science/Open+Access/
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•  A l l  three areas must  be taken in to  cons iderat ion.  However,  the departments  may choose 

to  focus on cer ta in  e lements  as par t  o f  a  s t ra teg ic  in i t ia t ive.   
•  Such choices and data  sources must  be spec i f ied and jus t i f ied in  the per formance 

agreements.  
•  Department  research narrat ives and focus a reas ( the VBN team is  respons ib le  for  

prov id ing data in  de f ined areas wi th in  co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness)   
 
 

THE INDIVIDUAL RESEARCHER'S APPROACH TO THE PERFORMANCE 
AGREEMENTS 

I t  is  important  that  the ind iv idual  researcher  pays at tent ion to  the department ’s  choice of  focus 
areas in  terms of  cooperat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.  For  example,  the department  may choose 
to  pay spec ia l  a t tent ion to  Open Access,  to  mandatory  pro jec t  reg is t ra t ion in  Pure,  to  promote  
the use of  ORCID,  or  someth ing e lse that  promotes co l laborat ion,  v is ib i l i ty ,  and openness.   
 
Pure reg is t ra t ion of  da ta types other  than publ icat ions,  is  an advantage to  the ind iv idual  
researcher ,  as  i t  cont r ibutes to  a  more extens ive  VBN research pro f i le  that  e .g .  shows exte rna l  
par tners  on pro jec ts  or  publ icat ions.  Or makes as much research as poss ib le  openly  ava i lab le .  
Regis t ra t ion  of  o ther  content  types,  and adding  descr ip t ions to  your  VBN prof i le ,  wi l l  expand 
your  VBN research prof i l e  and make the d isseminat ion of  your  research c learer .  In  addi t ion,  you  
wi l l  en joy the benef i t  o f  hav ing your  research ac t iv i t ies  and product ion co l lec ted in  one p lace.  
Th is  makes i t  eas ier  and qu icker  to  compi le  an overv iew for  e .g .  research appl icat ions,  which  
seem to re f lec t  an inc reas ing demand for  o ther  types of  data than publ icat ion l is ts .  
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THE INDICATOR IN PRACTICE 
 
To i l lus t ra te  how ind iv idual  researchers  can use the ind icator ,  the fo l lowing descr ibes some 
scenar ios  on publ ish ing  pat terns/prof i les ,  how they look in  re la t ion  to  the  new ind icator ,  as  wel l  
as  a few t ips  for  work ing  wi th  publ ish ing s t ra tegy  and impact  based on the d i f ferent  p rof i les .  
 
"Researchers who primari ly  publ ish in Engl ish- language journals"  
Art ic le  publ icat ion in  Engl ish- language journals  wi l l  to  a  large extent  be ab le to  document 
c i ta t ions.  Wi th in  these d isc ip l ines,  one s t ra tegy is  to  make sure tha t  the  journals  se lected a re  
indexed in  Scopus.  Select  h igh impact  jou rnals ,  i f  poss ib le ,  as  these  are  more l ike ly  to  prompt  
c i ta t ions than journals  w i th  low impact .  Onl ine d isseminat ion and l inks to  the publ icat ions wi l l  
fur ther  increase the impact .  
 
Advice regard ing publ ish ing s t ra tegy and impact :  

1) Try  to  make your  research openly  access ib le  by publ ish ing Open Access.  Severa l  s tud ies 
show that  Open Access publ icat ions of ten achieve a h igher  c i ta t ion  ra te .  You may obta in  
Open Access to  publ icat ions v ia  the var ious publ i sh ing agreements  that  AAU has en tered  
(h t tps : / /www.en. team.vbn.aau.dk/ research-communicat ion/open-sc ience/open-
access/open-access-publ ish ing-agreements / ) ,  o r  by  up loading an accepted manuscr ip t  
in  VBN.  

2)  Share research news on soc ia l  media.  I f  you use a DOI for  the publ icat ion ,  you wi l l  make 
i t  easy to  f ind.  I f  the  publ icat ion is  Open Access,  o thers  wi l l  have the  opportun i ty  to  
eas i ly  read and apply  your  research resul ts .   

3)  Aim for  journals  that  a re  indexed in  Scopus and have a h igh probabi l i ty  for  c i ta t ions.   
4)  Check the Norwegian Regis ter  for  Sc ient i f ic  Journals ,  Ser ies  and  Publ ishers  to  make 

sure the publ icat ion wi l l  t r igger  po in ts .  

 

Please notice:  Engl ish- language journal  ar t ic les versus conference proceeding ar t ic les 

I t  is  not  uncommon that  conference ar t ic les  have a lower  weighted  c i ta t ion index (FWCI)  than  
journal  ar t ic les .  In  such cases,  a  s t ra teg ic  s tep would be to  move f rom publ ish ing in  conference 
proceedings to  publ ish ing in  Scopus indexed journals .  However,  there are a lways except ions,  
and i t  is  the refore  important  tha t  the department  is  aware of  i ts  own research and publ ish ing  
pract ices whi le  tak ing in to  account  how the new AAU ind ica tor  works.  

 

"The researcher  who mainly publ ishes book chapters,  books,  and anthologies"  

In  many SSH research d isc ip l ines,  research  pract ice invo lves publ ish ing a la rger  number  of  
chapters  in  books,  books,  and antho log ies.  These are not  represented  to  any s ign i f icant  degree  
in  Scopus.  Books,  antho log ies,  and book chapters  in  Engl ish,  which may have a h igh 
in ternat ional  impact ,  wi l l  not  be ab le to  document  a  s imi lar  weighted c i ta t ion index (FWCI) .  On  
the other  hand,  the an tho logy rece ives po ints  in  the  AAU Research  Ind icator  because i t  
recognizes and cred i ts  ed i tor ia l  work .  At  the same t ime,  book chapters  t r igger  1  po in t  in  the  
Research Ind icato r  as  i t  weighs the work  of  publ i sh ing book chapters .   

Advice regard ing publ ish ing s t ra tegy and impact :  
1) Explore the poss ib i l i t ies  o f  making a book chapter  Open Access in  VBN v ia  para l le l  

publ icat ion of  the accepted manuscr ip t .   
2)  Onl ine communicat ion  regard ing such publ icat ions wi l l  increase v is ib i l i ty  and impact ,  

which wi l l  be  documented in  the form o f  on l ine media metr ics  (PlumX).  

https://www.en.team.vbn.aau.dk/research-communication/open-science/open-access/open-access-publishing-agreements/
https://www.en.team.vbn.aau.dk/research-communication/open-science/open-access/open-access-publishing-agreements/
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3)  Check the Norwegian Regis ter  for  Sc ient i f ic  Journals ,  Ser ies  and  Publ ishers  to  make 
sure the publ icat ion wi l l  t r igger  po in ts .  
 
 

"The younger researcher with few publ icat ions" 

At the beginn ing of  a  research career ,  where the number of  publ icat ions can be re la t ive ly  low,  
i t  is  a  good idea to  draw at tent ion to  some o f  the other  research  act iv i t ies  in  which you  take  
par t .  Th is  may be par t ic ipat ion in  conferences wi th  and  wi thout  paper/abst ract /poster ,  
par t ic ipat ion in  ed i to r ia l  work ,  p lanning and arranging conferences,  and appearances in  the  
publ ic  debate v ia  t rad i t i onal  and soc ia l  media.   

Advice regard ing publ ish ing s t ra tegy and impact :  
1) Wherever  i t  makes sense,  wi th in  the ind iv idual  research d isc ip l ines,  publ ish ing prepr in ts  

on a prepr in t  server  or  in  VBN can be  a way  to  show one’s  research resu l ts  ear ly  in  the  
process.  I t  is  o f ten poss ib le  to  get  a  DOI at tached.  Fur thermore ,  a  prepr in t  becomes par t  
o f  the  sc ient i f ic  repos i to ry ,  so i t  is  poss ib le  to  t rack i t  a long  wi th  e .g .  SoMe act iv i t ies .  In  
the new AAU Research Ind icator ,  prepr in t  counts  0 .5 po in ts  (pay at tent ion to  publ ish ing 
pract ice) .   

2)  Use SoMe as much as poss ib le  to  draw at tent ion to  your  research and the impact  and  
appl icat ion i t  may have on soc ie ty .   

3)  Regis t ra t ion  in  Pure o f  ac t iv i t ies  such as conference/workshop and  lec tures a lso he lp  to  
show your  research prof i le  and impact .  

 
QUESTIONS 
You are  a lways welcome to  contact  the VBN team i f  you have  any quest ions regard ing  the new 
Research Ind icato r .   
 
Contact  in fo rmat ion:  
vbn@aub.aau.dk  
 
 

  

mailto:vbn@aub.aau.dk
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