
 

  

 

Aalborg Universitet

The Rise of High-Stakes Educational Testing in Denmark (1920-1970)

Ydesen, Christian

Publication date:
2011

Document Version
Early version, also known as pre-print

Link to publication from Aalborg University

Citation for published version (APA):
Ydesen, C. (2011). The Rise of High-Stakes Educational Testing in Denmark (1920-1970). Peter Lang.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            - Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            - You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            - You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal -
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from vbn.aau.dk on: April 10, 2024

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/32343946-5970-46c8-9c1b-10be0eca65e9


Pe
te

r 
La

n
g

 · 
In

te
rn

at
io

n
al

er
 V

er
la

g
 d

er
 W

is
se

n
sc

h
af

te
n

Education

Christian Ydesen
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The Rise of High-Stakes Educational Testing in Denmark (1920– 1970) is an attempt to determine 
why and how tests rose to prominence in an educational system that used to rely on qualitative 
tests and teacher evaluations. The study addresses the important issues of how testing interacts 
with and influences an educational system, and which common factors are involved in order to 
implement testing in an educational system. The study is based on three relatively unknown case 
studies – illustrious examples of high-stakes educational testing practices in the Danish public 
school system. The first case study discusses the sorting of children into remedial education 
based on standardised intelligence testing in the Frederiksberg municipality from 1930 to 
1943. The second case study deals with the comprehensive testing programme conducted at 
the Copenhagen experimental school of Emdrupborg from 1948 to 1959. The third case study 
examines the testing of Greenlandic children during the preparation scheme in the Greenlandic 
educational system from 1961 to 1976.

Content: High-stakes testing · Evaluation · Progressive education · Danish education · Intercultural 
education · The spatial turn · Remedial education
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