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What’s ART got to do with it?

V!LD ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2024
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How to tackle the paradox that currently creativity, playfulness, practical excellence, and innovation
– all which are traditionally seen to belong to the domain of the arts – are heavily promoted in the
society and working life while at the same time the recognition of the visual arts education as a school
discipline continues to be diminished? This was the outset for the Research Centre: Visual Studies and
Learning Design (V!LD) annual conference on 8th November 2024 at Aalborg University in
Copenhagen. The primary objective of the conference was to foster a dialogic exploration of this
paradox through a curious and critical lens. Our aim was to provide a platform for vibrant
discussions and knowledge exchange among professionals, researchers, and students who share a
mutual interest in uncovering the potential of visual practices in the realm of teaching, learning, and
knowledge generation.

Our annual conference is a hub for exchange between researchers, educators and professionals who
share a common interest in exploring the potential of visual knowledge generation. This year's theme
addressed the visual arts education’s role in a contemporary educational system. Once again, we had
the privilege of bringing together ideas, thoughts, and interests from various stakeholders aiming at
casting new light on a teaching subject with a history of constant pressure. ViLD conference
participants contributed new and important insights to and from the field. We aim continuously for
developing the format of the conference to increase the space for valuable sharing of experience. This
year, the conference content was organized in a way that represented a vertical perspective on visual
arts education in different parts of the education system. The programme offered a keynote, a panel
of three presentations followed by a plenary Q/A discussion, creative-reflection-workshops, a dual
European/American perspective on the critical potential of art education, a work-in-progress on
mapping art education, a co-creative workshop, a shout-out and a book announcement.
Furthermore, we made a hybrid conference format with online hosts: Ricardo Goncalves & Jesper
Juellund.

This report summarises the eventful conference by sharing slides, images, and text. Thank you to all
of you who made this day an important contribution to further insights in the field!

Foreword 

On behalf of V!LD, Mie Buhl, Director
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Welcome! The topic of 2024 conference takes its point of departure from our observation of an
increasing interest in discourses that coin learning practices derived from art-based methods (e.g.,
creativity, playfulness, experimentation) while at the same time there is a decreasing interest in
recognizing the potential that visual arts education holds to promote such learning practices in
schools, universities, and beyond.

How come visual arts educators find themselves surrounded by discourses of creativity, playfulness,
practical excellence, and innovation when their professional contribution to learning, teaching, and
societal agency in and outside the educational system is continuously questioned? What perhaps
makes visual arts educators shy away from dominant discourses of creativity and innovation and even
contribute to their own marginalization? We would be delighted to share thoughts with you on how
and why this paradox occurs in the educational system and beyond.

When the Danish primary school was reformed in 2013, I was so indignant about how the core of
visual arts education was replaced by an evidence and utility agenda. In the syllabus there was even a
sentence saying: One paragraph stated that innovation and entrepreneurship are “the prerequisite for
pictorial practice in all phases” [my translation] (Ministry of Education, 2014, p. 11). “The students
must achieve visual action competences by experiencing how their pictorial work through planning,
performance and evaluation may be of use for other people” that I analysed the section of the law on
visual arts education and wrote an article entitled Evidence or Advocacy[1]. The background was that
the Danish government had introduced a discourse of utility in all school subjects, which was in line
with the OECD's efforts to improve schooling. Therefore, the organisation had asked a team of
experts to map all the evidence on the potential of the arts to improve academic performance in
mathematics and language learning. The mapping exercise concluded that there was no evidence of a
direct link between the two activities. But the discourse of utility had found its way into the Danish
curriculum. 
Evidence based art education was coined by OECD when initiating the investigation pursuing the
impact of arts education which resulted in the report by Winner et al., Arts for Art’s Sake from 2013.
Even though the report concluded that there was no academic correlation between art practices and
improved academic skills in math and reading, the Danish government made bad Danish scores in
PISA test pave the way for direction the national curriculum on visual arts education. In opposition
to that evidence-based education, UNESCO’s intercultural and art appreciative perspective on art
education as a life skill gave rise to advocate for the visual arts education as a life skill ‘in its own
right’. 

[1] Buhl, M. (2015). Evidence or Advocacy? Visual Arts Education in Denmark. I T. Torres de Eca, C. Trigo, & M. Agra
Pardinas (red.), Risks and Opportunities for Visual Arts Education in Europe / Riscos e Oportunidades para a Educação
das Artes Visuais na Europa] . Porto: APECV. ISBN: 978-989-99073-2-4 (s. 105-113)

What’s ART got to do with it? Setting the scene 
Mie Buhl, Aalborg University
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Worried by the Danish development, I went to InSea [International Society for Education through
Art] Congress in 2014 and presented the current Danish development by showing this model for the
evolution of visual arts education in Denmark in a 200-year perspective. The purpose was to discuss
to what extent the national curriculum in Denmark was heading at revival to profiling as in 1814
where the subject revolved around ‘utility’ rather than the cultural formation. Today, ten years later
we are the beginning of another revision of the national curriculum. And this required revision has
inspired me to invite you to reflect with me on the following questions:

1. Where does visual art education prepare for from elementary school? To Secondary school
(Studieforberedende)? To Vocational school (erhvervsuddannelse)? To art professions?

2. How come that art lives with the paradox of being a life skill for civilsation and has to legitimate
itselft all the time?

3. Is visual arts education for utility, for pleasure, for art - or for all of them? Is there a contradiction
between competence and ‘bildung’ - should there be a contradiction?

4. Is there a contradiction between competence and ‘bildung’ - should there be a contradiction?

5. And worst of all: How come that visual arts education seems to have adopted the idea that core
skills such as creativity, playfulness and innovation must be out to new or other disicplines instead of
proudly claim them to be a part of art?

7. A function, a purpose that both the labour market and the civilian world need?

8. What and who are we thinking about when we plan and act as art professionals?
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These are some of the questions that we would like to bring into today’s conference. For years, there
seems to have been an increasing interest in discourses that coin learning practices derived from art-
based methods (e.g., creativity, playfulness, experimentation) in the political landscape of Denmark.
A decreasing interest in recognizing the potential that visual arts education holds to promote such
learning practices in schools, universities, and beyond. Sometimes it even seems like the teaching
subject itself is shy art education. As we stated in the invitation: “How come visual arts educators find
themselves surrounded by discourses of creativity, playfulness, practical excellence, and innovation
when their professional contribution to learning, teaching, and societal agency in and outside the
educational system is continuously questioned? What perhaps makes visual arts educators shy away
from dominant discourses of creativity and innovation and even contribute to their own
marginalization? We would be delighted to share thoughts with you on how and why this paradox
occurs in the educational system and beyond”.

Or maybe we ought to take on a new perspective?
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Artpreneurship: exploring the ethics, integrity and sustainable development
of forming novel, cross-sector partnerships and the implications to creative
professionals and education
Anniina Suomienen, Aalto University

Our co-research project, called Luova Lämpiö (2024-2025), and more broadly, our artpreneurship
research and development agenda explore the themes of creative sector’s need for renewal in the areas
of sustainable resourcing and income, ethical partnerships and contracting between sectors, and
innovation of novel partnerships. Further, the implications of possible need for renewal for education
in the arts and design is contemplated. Throughout our research, we emphasize the actual immediate
and anticipated long-terms needs of the creative sector professionals and their collaborators from
other sectors (public & private). We have built our research strategy on a ground-up and specific-to-
broad approach carried out in collaboration with different stakeholders, and I will be sharing initial
results and findings that are currently being modified and adopted to different situations and their
scalability being speculated. By combining interdisciplinary case-studies, advocacy and curriculum
work, and research aimed at understanding the different complex facets of the present challenges and
their histories, the on-going project builds towards: 1. Novel solutions to partnership-based models,
tools, and identification of business services that can be modified, expanded and duplicated; 2.
Building on a more in-depth and diversified understanding and communication of creative expertise
that generate intangible, strategic and competitive value for creative and partnering sectors; 3. Policy
briefs that identify possible solutions through a model and actions, measures assessment methods and
indicators that promote growth and internationalization; and 4. establishing a new research area of
artpreneurship, a new research knowledge on radical creativity using intersectional theory and
practical needs of both arts education and life-wide learners working in the creative sector. As we are
interested in working increasingly with Danish partners to find mutually beneficial ways of sharing,
comparing and collaborating in development projects, research and advocacy efforts, I hope that this
opportunity to share our project at Aalborg university will spur further discussions and be a catalyst
for more collaborations.
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F(r)ictions of Art 
Juuso Tervo, ViLD research group, Aalborg University/ Aalto University 

By taking a look at past convergences as well as frictions between art, creativity, and education, this
presentation lays out contested histories of creativity in art education scholarship and invites you to
reflect on which of these histories do you take part in your profession and why.
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Practical and creative products in social sciences 
Anders Stig Christensen/ University College Lillebaelt 
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The final examination in the subjects of social studies, history and religion after 9th grade in
Denmark is an oral and practical examination, which includes that the students produce a creative
product as part of their inquiry. This should enable them to use various creative mutimodal practices
of communication, but does it work? In my presentation I will present some examples and discuss the
possibilities and limitation of using these kinds of products as part of an examination.
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1) Using a visual source, the map with the boundaries of a zone for enhanced punishment. 
2) A visual metaphor, the mask as an illustation of a sociological concept of identity.
3) Using visual authentic material, examples of visual political communication.
4) Using a map and text as illustration. 
5) Using a model, - a wellknown illustration from ecnonomics education to illustrate their    
problematic. 

1) 2) 3)

4) 5)
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In this case the student uses the affordances of the powerpoint to illustrate and explain the
concepts in a differerent way that would be possible using only a verbal presentation. The
illustrations actually seem to enhance the argument – eveniftherecouldbe a discrepancy between
the text and the image in the illustration of direct democracy. (the visual representation shows
the law-making proces, while the textsaysthat it is good for small groups.)
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Playfulness and Artfulness: Exploring the 
Differences and Complementary Strengths 
Jennifer Skriver, Kolding School of Design 
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How can educators distinguish between playfulness and artfulness in the classroom? While both
approaches enrich learning, they do so in unique ways. Playfulness brings elements of fun,
spontaneity, and creativity into structured activities, encouraging exploration and breaking down
conventional barriers to engagement. In contrast, artfulness engages deeply with aesthetic
experiences, using the arts to evoke reflection and provoke critical thought. This presentation explores
these distinctions, shedding light on how to use both approaches to foster inclusive and
transformative learning environments. Join us to uncover the potential of playfulness and artfulness
as catalysts for meaningful educational experiences.
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What’s art education got to do with social justice? 
Examples from Hungary and the United States  
Sara Reka, (Moholy-Nagy University of Art and Design, HU/ MSc in Service Systems
Design (Aalborg University, DK) NM NoVA, Aalborg and Aalto Universities & Betsy
Zaubler, (BA Wesleyan University US) NM NoVA, Aalborg and Aalto Universities

25

In our presentation, we will discuss art education’s role in the current political and social climates of
Hungary and the US. We will envision what art education for social justice might entail in the
Hungarian illiberal democracy, arguing that in the narrowing space of social justice work existing
definitions and logics of social justice art education take new shapes. We will also discuss the
expectations placed on art education in the US and it’s potential to subvert oppressive structures in
schools.
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PArt-based reflections on art education 
NM NoVA students, Aalborg and Aalto Universities 
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Now you've experienced the bridge
between art and working life, you've
experienced three perspectives on our
theme of concepts that either belong in
the art discipline or in art education,
creativity and play. Now it's time to
reflect. In the next hour, we invite you to
do so using ‘aesthetic practice’. The way
you will reflect is through art-based
methods facilitated by our outstanding
1st year NoVA students. On the board
you can see which groups you are in.
Online participants will be grouped with
the aalto crew, and participants who are
physically present here will be divided
into three groups.
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Mapping Art Pedagogies- An Ongoing Project 
Kir Jo Thrane, Art Education Lecturer, University College Copenhagen 
and Jessica Foster, NM NoVA from Aalborg and Aalto Universities

The presentation invites you to discover the unique ways in which Denmark is approaching art
teacher training programs and its curriculum. We will talk about the EDDA Norden research project
which seeks to map how art teacher education is taught in the Nordic and Baltic countries, the data
collection process from Denmark, and how the final report will ultimately be used to compare,
contract, and collaborate among the other participating countries. 

During the presentation we will share about the goals and aims of the project, why such an
international research group exists, and present a few of the key concepts at this point in the project
from the Danish context. 
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Outlook and new horizons: The role of visual arts 
education in a contemporary educational landscape. 
Co-creative exercise by all participants 
Mie Buhl & Maria Hvid Bech Dille, ViLD research group, Aalborg University
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What is the role of visual arts education in a contemporary educational landscape? How do we move
forward?

What’s art got to do with it?
How do we educate and for what?

What future do we have in mind when we are talking about
art education?

Who are we thinking of if/when we are advocating for the
benefits from art education? Elementary school, labour life.
How come that art education continually have to advocate

and at the same time the learning content of art education is
takes other forms such as 

Today’s presentations: 
Aart graduates as important employees in contemporary and

future labour life. 
The ‘mess’ of art related - concepts within and outside art

education such as creativity, playfulness, entreprenuership,
innovation 

A perspective on art education in an international landscape
of different art paradigmes (US & Hungary)

Updating on the Nordics and Balticum – what art pedagogies
are practiced in art education in the Nordics and Balticum at

the moment?
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Announcement of upcoming publication by editors
Henrik Bjørnemose Andersen, University College Syd 
& Kirsten Bak Andersen Via University College
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‘Shout out’ from Danmarks Billedkunstlærere
Lykke Andersen, Danmarks Billedkunstlærere
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 Excerpts from the day
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