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Conference:	
  European	
  Historical	
  Drama	
  in	
  the	
  Digital	
  Age	
  



television	
  ‘is	
  the	
  principle	
  means	
  by	
  which	
  
people	
  learn	
  about	
  history’	
  	
  

GARY	
  R.	
  EDGERTON	
  
	
  
	
  
‘the	
  producUon	
  of	
  a	
  high	
  quality	
  historical	
  
drama	
  series’,	
  which	
  should	
  ‘give	
  Danes	
  
familiarity	
  with	
  historical	
  events	
  in	
  Danish	
  
history’	
  	
  

MEDIA	
  SETTLEMENT	
  2011-­‐14	
  



change	
  in	
  cultural	
  and	
  foreign	
  policy	
  
	
  
change	
  in	
  poliUco-­‐cultural	
  mentality	
  
	
  
‘step	
  out	
  of	
  the	
  shadow	
  of	
  1864’	
  	
  

Anders	
  Fogh	
  Rasmussen	
  



three	
  indicaUve	
  scenes	
  
	
  

1.	
  present	
  school	
  teacher	
  
	
  

2.	
  reading	
  Noah’s	
  Arch	
  
	
  

3.	
  past	
  school	
  teacher	
  





THE	
  DOUBLE	
  STORY	
  IN	
  HISTORICAL	
  FICTION	
  



MIKKEL	
  RUNGE	
  OLESEN	
  



‘goof	
  police’	
  
(Per	
  Juul	
  Carlsen)	
  

	
  
‘historian-­‐cop’	
  
(Robert	
  Sklar)	
  



You	
  refuse	
  that	
  the	
  series	
  poli3cises,	
  but	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  that	
  
the	
  series	
  has	
  been	
  taken	
  hostage	
  by	
  a	
  poli3cal	
  debate	
  
between	
  the	
  le=	
  and	
  right	
  wing?	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Not	
  at	
  all.	
  That	
  debate	
  does	
  not	
  exist.	
  It	
  was	
  only	
  DF	
  
[Danish	
  Folk	
  Party,	
  ed.]	
  that	
  inveighed	
  against	
  me	
  with	
  
the	
  opinion	
  that	
  I	
  was	
  one	
  of	
  those	
  red	
  henchmen.	
  
Everybody	
  else	
  kept	
  silent.	
  No	
  poliUcal	
  party	
  or	
  poliUcal	
  
spokesman	
  of	
  culture	
  has	
  expressed	
  anything	
  about	
  DF’s	
  
obvious	
  aeempt	
  to	
  interfere	
  with	
  how	
  you	
  should	
  write	
  
historical	
  drama	
  in	
  the	
  future.	
  DF	
  has	
  exposed	
  a	
  
frightening	
  vision	
  and	
  an	
  unpleasant	
  view	
  of	
  culture	
  that	
  
tells	
  me	
  that	
  cultural	
  radicalism	
  in	
  Denmark	
  is	
  dead	
  and	
  
DF	
  will	
  triumph.	
  	
  

Ole	
  Bornedal	
  



death	
  of	
  cultural	
  radicalism	
  
	
  

Poul	
  Henningsen	
  (PH)	
  
	
  

Danmark	
  (1935)	
  



CULTURAL	
  RADICALISM	
  


