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SFX IS LIBRARY INFRASTRUCTURE

SFX is often the final destination in the “supply chain” and sometimes the only point of contact with the user



SFX WAS VERY INNOVATIVE

• SFX was not only plain links to providers but had cool ”Special 
Effects”, e.g.

• Citation formatter
• Reference export
• Web searching with the coolest search engines

• Plugin support
• bX

• But then came Primo (etc.) and provided most of it “in-app”…

• And SFX did not change…







WHAT WE REALLY NEEDED

• Much better handling of error 
reports and broken links

• To be the virtual library branch 
at the outpost

• Make SFX a natural part of the 
search and exploration process

• Modern and mobile supported 
user interface

• Embedded Primo view

• Embedded just-in-time context 
aware information

• A plugin to SFX itself

https://bibwild.wordpress.com/2013/07/11/categorization-of-user-reported-broken-links-in-sfx/
https://bibwild.wordpress.com/2013/07/11/categorization-of-user-reported-broken-links-in-sfx/


WE THEN DEVELOPED OUR OWN 
”LINKRESOLVER”

• SFX is still the back office admin tool

• SFX is proxying requests to the new aggregator and frontend

• SFX is acting as an API (out of many others)

• SFX is still counting the statistics

• SFX’s old interface is in hot standby if something goes horribly 
wrong



OUR WISH LIST WAS THE ROADMAP



REPORT BROKEN LINK



SUPPORTING STAFF IS SUPPORT TO 
THE END USER



SOLUTION



CONTEXT BASED VIEWS



CONTEXT BASED VIEWS


























