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Analytical	framework

This	study	derives	from	an	interest	in	
design	practices
- How	building	 designers	work	on	complying

with	energy	requirements	during	planning	of	
low-energy	renovation	projects

Practices	and	everyday	work	(Nicolini)
- Zooming	in	on	everyday	work	activities	and	

trying	to	grasp	how	the	social	and	technical	is	
intermingled	

- A	sensitivity	 towards	seeing	the	world	
routinely	made	and	re-made	in	practice	by	
using	tools,	discourse	and	human	bodies

- Organisational	knowledge	as	relational and	
mediated by	artefacts	

Framing	and	overflow	 (Callon)
- ‘Framing’	is	an	operation	used	to	define	 agents	

(persons,	 objects,	 goods,	etc.)	who/which	 are	
clearly	distinct	and	dissociated from	one	
another

- Framing	imply	 that	a	market	exist	(e.g.	an	
energy	performance	market),	where	distinct	
agents	and	distinct	goods	can	be	brought	into	
play

- There	exist	an	impossibility	 to	total	framing	–
any	frame	is	subject	to	overflowing

Translation	and	enrolment	 (Latour)
- An	actor	can	circulate	an	’interestment device’	

with	an	attempt	to	impose	 and	stabilize	the	
identity	of	other	actors	through	
problematization



Methodological	approach

An	on-going	 study	of	renovation	of	four	building	blocks	in	a	suburb	 to	Copenhagen

The	findings	 build	on	observationsduring	 design	meetings	and	a	few	interviews



Tracing	the	energy	requirements
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Translations	of	energy	concerns

An	engineer	deemed	compliance	
with	building	 code	2020	to	
involve	photovoltaic	panels

- Instead,	the	design	team	
investigated	U-values and	linear	
transmittance

Energy	concerns	is	part	of	an	
engineering	domain

- Energy	concerns	were	handled	 late	
in	the	design	phase

The	height	of	the	thermal	
insulation	 is	the	energy	
specialist’s	responsibility

?



Enrolment	of	design	team	members

The	energy	specialist	produced	a	document,	
which	he	used	as	an	‘interestment device’

He	also	use	bodily	expressions	and	statements	
to	signify	 the	importance	of	energy	related	
concerns

He	suggests	other	design	solutions	that	are	
’better’	in	regards	to	energy	performance



Concluding	remarks

Energy	issues	are	not	addressed	as	early	as	
recommended

It	seems	that	there	exist	some	epistemic	issues	
in	dealing	with	energy	concerns	during	 design	
of	buildings

The	division	 of	labour	on	building	 projects	locks	
professional	domains	 to	certain	concerns

Energy	concerns	compete	with	other	concerns	
on	the	projects	and	attempts	of	 ’interestment’	
are	needed	if	energy	concerns	have	to	maintain	
on	the	projects
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