
Aalborg Universitet

Low Vision Services in Denmark: Mapping the Current State

Øien, Turid Borgestrand

Creative Commons License
Unspecified

Publication date:
2021

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication from Aalborg University

Citation for published version (APA):
Øien, T. B. (2021). Low Vision Services in Denmark: Mapping the Current State. Poster presented at 24th
Rehabilitation World Congress 2021, Aarhus, Denmark.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright owners
and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights.

            - Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research.
            - You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
            - You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal -
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us at vbn@aub.aau.dk providing details, and we will remove access to
the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Downloaded from vbn.aau.dk on: July 04, 2025

https://vbn.aau.dk/en/publications/957ab9fe-ce7a-4449-b2c9-361d6cc9f5b9


Rehabilitation World Congress 2021
Paper 25

Findings
Th e size and catchment area of the 24 centers range from 1 
to 22 LVC’s, from 1 to 18 municipalities, and 2 of the centers 
were national. Th e professional background of the 144 LVC’s: 
occupational therapists (51), teachers (45), social educators /
pedagogues (28) and the remaining 20 LVC’s represented 10 
additional professions.

Th e mapping show huge diversity across the organisational 
structure and confi guration of professionals, which eventually 
eff ects the actual low vision service off ered to the citizens.  
Important aspects addressed in the interviews were the role of 
the allocation structure in the services, collegial cooperation 
and sharing of knowledge across the professional network, 
especially concerning practice knowledge on specifi c work 
functions such as the lighting assessments and their role in 
rehabilitation. 

Furthermore, the practices of lighting assessments showed 
diversity of methods, proportions, facilities and aids, and not 
at least the degree of rehabilitative or recovery based approach 
in the assessment. Several interviewees are call for guidelines 
and standards of domestic lighting in general, and in particular 
for visually impaired citizens.Th e lighting standards they 
use today are based on normal vision and apply to the work 
environments and not home environments as such.

Purpose
Th e aim of this study has been to map the current picture of low 
vision services in Denmark, including their work and approach 
to lighting in low vision rehabilitation.

Method
30 semistructured phone interviews were conducted with 
representatives from the 23 regional and two national low vision 
centres, regarding: 
• the organisation, affi  liation and appropriation structure
• the professional background of the low vision consultants 

(LVC) 
• their practices concerning lighting assessments. 
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Main fi ndings on lighting:
 

In the centres, individual 
consultants specializes in the 
lighting assessments. Th is 
knowledge is oft en tacit and not 
made explicit or systematized. 

Lighting practices diff er across 
the centres, as:

a) Some of the large centres 
develops and accumulate 
knowledge in interdisciplinary 
collaboration

b) Small centres are more 
mono-disciplinary (oft en only 
one LVC), have few lighting 
cases a year, and less resources 
for accumulation of knowledge

Consequently, there is a need for 
standards and guidelines - and 
for knowledge-sharing across the 
community of practice
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