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Starting point: View on Learning 
•  Roots in danish schooling – dialogue and 

interaction (Grundtvig) 

In Grundtvig's educational 
philosophy conversation and 
interaction are key categories, 
he emphasizes the importance 
of interaction,(teacher and pupil 
and between hand and mouth) 
Connection between the grip 
and grasp, between body and 
language, between hand and 
mouth. 
 



Language, conceptualization and recognition 

•  Besides being a means of communication language plays an important 
role for conceptualization and recognition  

•  Social learning theory (Vygotsky Lave & Wenger 

•  Experimental learning (Dewey, Kolb), dialoque and interaction 
Vygotsky  

• Learning as a continuing reconstruction of experience, where 
man is in constant interaction with the outside world, and 
regulates its activities in relation to the responses it receives  

Dewey og Mead 
 



"We come in to the world moving, we 
are precisely not still born..." 

  Maxine Sheets Johnstone 
 



The Body in Learning 
•  Based on an understanding of how humans create meaning 

through bodily and conceptual practices in the world. 

•  Roots in phenomenological philosophy and cognition 
theory. 

  
•  a. o. we build on Dourish' concept of Embodied Interaction 

(Dourish, 2004) which is an analytic approach to describe how 
we create meaning in the world through our embodied 
practice in it.  



Grip and Grasp 
We must know the world before 
we can recognize it. 
We must be able to grip before 
we can grasp (comprehend). 
We understand when we express 
ourselves.  
When we express 
ourselves of the world, the world 
becomes ours 

(Brostrøm,1998, s. 13). 











But are the settings dedicated to 
teaching at universities consistent 

with our pedagogical view on 
learning? 

 
 



 
Confronting two forms of being in the world: 

 the experiential and the analytic 
 (Blake: Newton)  

 



AAU 
PBL- Case Based - Experimental learning  

Emphasis on  doing and 
discovering, we seek to lay the 
foundation for learning-by-
doing and learning-to-reflect-
in-and-on-action and 
reconstruction through 
kinesthetic feedback by 
providing a mix of artefacts.  

 (Vygotsky, Dewey, Kolb) 





Visions for eLLDesignLab 

Teaching through exploring, collaboration 
and construction 



The lab should provide all three forms of knowledge: 
 
•  Knowing that (how many feet high Mont Blanc is) 
•  Knowing how (how the word "game" is used) 
•  ...., and experience (how a clarinet sounds) 

Wittgenstein (78): Philosophical Investigations: 78. 
 











 
 

Tangible Tools 







Technology 






