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Research profile
Mit arbejde bidrager til to overordnede diskussioner:

- Gennem min forskning og mine interesseaktiviteter arbejder jeg for at f& menneskerettigheds- og udviklingsleerde til at
forsta, at de er ngdsaget til at tage daglig vold i urbane omrader alvorligt og se det som signifikant i sig selv. Det er i
stedet for at se menneskerettighedskreenkelser som ekstraordinaere former for vold mod for eksempel

menneskerettighedsforkeempere eller blot som en funktion af darlig udvikling eller mangel pa regeringsapparat.

- Gennem min forskning om bander, radikalisering og politisk beslutningstagning vil jeg bidrage til en anden tilgang i
kriminel retfeerdighed veek fra straf. Den nuvaerende quasi-dominerende tilgang er destruktiv for vores samfund og ikke

blot en kraenkelse af menneskerettigheds-lovovertraedere.

Research profile

My work contributes to two overarching discussions:

1. Through my research and advocacy activities | want human rights and development scholars and practitioners to
understand that they need to take serious every-day, urban violence as significant in itself. That is rather rather than
seeing human rights violations as extra-ordinary violations against for instance human rights defenders or as a mere
function of bad development or lack of governance.

2. Through my research on gangs, radicalization and policing | want to contribute to a different approach in criminal justice
away from punishment. The current, quasi-dominant approach is destructive of our society and not only a violation of the
human rights offenders.

Employment

Professor

Professor
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The Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities
1 Sept 2015 — 31 Dec 4712

Professor

GRS - Global Refugee Studies
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Publications

Surviving in Overcome Heights: Living In and Alongside Crisis in Cape Town

Jensen, S. B. & Schneidermann, N., 18 Sept 2025, CRITICAL EXPLORATIONS OF CRISIS: Politics, Precariousness, and
Potentialities. Rydstrom, H., Hamza, M., Gammeltoft-Hansen, T. & Berggren, V. (eds.). Bristol University Press, p. 152-
173 22 p.

Gangs, Drug Dealing, and Criminal Governance in Marseille, France
Jensen, S. B. & Rodgers, D., 1 Aug 2025, In: European Journal of Sociology. 66, 2, p. 139-168 30 p.

Violent exchange: Towards a global criminology of exchange relations in criminal justice practices
Jensen, S. B. & Johansen, M. L., 2025, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Theoretical Criminology. p. 1-19 19 p.,
13624806251380692.

Comparison through Collaboration: Dilemmas and Opportunities of Joint Ethnographic Research on Gangs in Nicaragua
and South Africa
Jensen, S. B. & Rodgers, D., Feb 2024, In: Current Anthropology. 65, 1, p. 49-71 23 p.

Gangs'stories: Marwan, or how to find redemption in Cape Town
Jensen, S., 2024, In: The Conversation.

The political theatre behind Philippines police cleansing
Jensen, S. B. & Hapal, K., 2023, In: East Asia forum.

Surviving in Overcome Heights: living in and alongside crisis in Cape Town
Jensen, S. B. & Schneidermann, N., Sept 2022, In: Global Discourse: An Interdisciplinary Journal of Current Affairs and
Applied Contemporary Thought. 12, 3-4, p. 592-610 19 p.

Chronotopes of Displacement in a Cape Town Squatter Camp
Jensen, S., 2022, Situating Displacement: Explorations of Global (Im)Mobility. Schroder, R., Olivia, A. S. & Jensen, S. B.
(eds.). Peter Lang Publishing Group, p. 81-94 14 p. (Political and Social Change, Vol. 10).

Communal Intimacy and the Violence of Politics: Understanding the War on Drugs in Bagong Silang, Philippines
Jensen, S. B. & Hapal, K., 2022, Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 216 p.



Rethinking human rights protection: lessons from survivors of torture and beyond?
Jensen, S. B. & Kelly, T., 2022, In: Journal of the British Academy. 10, 3, p. 1-20 20 p.

The intimacies of drug dealing: narcotics, kinship and embeddedness in Nicaragua and South Africa
Jensen, S. B. & Rodgers, D., 2022, In: Third World Quarterly. 43, 11, p. 2618-2636 19 p.

Perpetrators and protectors: Centering family relations in addressing violence in poor neighbourhoods
Jensen, S. B., Belcher, M., Reyes, J., Temba, C., Sibanda, N. & Dix Peek, D., 2021, Dignity, the Danish Institute against
Torture. 37 p.

Atfterword: The Urban and the Carceral
Jensen, S. B., 2020, In: The Cambridge Journal of Anthropology. 38, 1, p. 140-145 6 p.

Det er de rige og rejsende, der har bragt smitten rundt - men de fattige star til at betale prisen
Jensen, S. B., 2020, In: Kristeligt Dagblad.

Reconfiguring Manila: Displacement, Resettlement, and the Productivity of Urban Divides
Jensen, S., Hapal, K. & Quijano, S., 2020, In: Urban Forum. 31, 3, p. 389-407 19 p.

A World of Significance: Equality, Ritual and Violence in a Manila Fraternity
Jensen, S., 2018, Sporadically Radical: Ethnographies of Organized Violence and Militant Mobilization. Jensen, S. & Vigh,
H. (eds.). Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanum, p. 147-174 27 p. (Critical Anthropology).

Epilogue: Brokers — Pawns, Disrupters, Assemblers?
Jensen, S., 2018, In: Ethnos. 83, 5, p. 888-891 4 p.

EXTRA-CUSTODIAL USE OF FORCE: ENHANCING HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION IN URBAN AREAS THROUGH A
COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH.
Jensen, S., Christensen, M. M. & Larsen, K., 2018, Dignity, the Danish Institute against Torture. 16 p.

Police Violence and Corruption in the Philippines: Violent Exchange and the War on Drugs
Jensen, S. & Hapal, K., 2018, In: Journal of Current Southeast Asian Affairs. 37, 2, p. 39-62 24 p.

Sporadically Radical: Ethnographies of Organized Violence and Militant Mobilization
Jensen, S. & Vigh, H. E., 2018, Copenhagen: Museum Tusculanum. (Critical Anthropology, Vol. 5).

Corruption and Torture: Violent Exchange and the policing of the urban poor
Jensen, S. (Editor) & Andersen, M. K. (Editor), 2017, 1. ed. Aalborg Universitetsforlag. 152 p.

Gendered Violence in Informal Settlements in Kenya
Jensen, S., 2017, Corruption and Torture: Violent Exchange and the policing of the urban poor. Jensen, S. & Andersen, M.
K. (eds.). 1. ed. Aalborg: Aalborg Universitetsforlag, p. 95-119

Introduction: Towards Violent Exchange
Jensen, S., Andersen, M. K., @ygard Larsen, K. & Vestergaard Hanaen, L., 2017, Corruption and torture: Violent
Exchange and the policing of the urban poor. 1 ed. Aalborg Universitetsforlag, p. 5-38

Social Justice for All: Linking human rights, development and violence in the city: contributing to safer cities
Jensen, S., 2017, Dignity, the Danish Institute against Torture. 14 p.

The Morality of Corruption: a View from the Police in Philippines.
Jensen, S. & Hapal, K., 2017, Corruption and Torture: Violent Exchange and the policing of the urban poor. Jensen, S. &
Andersen, M. K. (eds.). 1. ed. Aalborg: Aalborg Universitetsforlag, p. 39-68



Torture and lll-Treatment Under Perceived: Human Rights Documentation and the Poor
Jensen, S., Kelly, T., Andersen, M. K., Christensen, C. & Sharma, J., 2017, In: Human Rights Quarterly. 39, 2, p. 393-415

South African Homelands as Frontiers: Apartheid’s Loose Ends in the Postcolonial Era
Jensen, S. (Editor) & Zenker, O. (Editor), 9 Nov 2016, Routledge. 176 p.

South African Homelands as Frontiers: Apartheid’s Loose Ends in the Postcolonial Era: An Introduction
Jensen, S. & Zenker, O., 9 Nov 2016, South African Homelands as Frontiers : Apartheid’s Loose Ends in the Postcolonial
Era. Routledge

This House Is Not My Own ...! Temporalities in a South African Homeland
Jensen, S., 9 Nov 2016, South African Homelands as Frontiers : Apartheid’s Loose Ends in the Postcolonial Era. Jensen,
S. & Zenker, O. (eds.). London: Routledge, p. 55-68

Between illegality and recognition: Exploring sacrificial violence in a Manila brotherhood
Jensen, S., 2015, In: Critique of Anthropology. 35, 1, p. 64-77

Corporealities of violence: rape and the shimmering of embodied and material categories in South Africa
Jensen, S., 2015, In: Critical African Studies. 7, 2, p. 99-117

Homelands as Frontiers - Apartheid's Loose Ends: An introduction
Jensen, S. & Zenker, O., 2015, In: Journal of Southern African Studies. 41, 5, p. 937-952

This house is not my own: Temporalities in a South African Homeland
Jensen, S., 2015, In: Journal of Southern African Studies. 41, 5, p. 991-1004 14 p.

Conflicting Logics of Exceptionality: New Beginnings and the Problem of Police Violence in Post-Apartheid South Africa
Jensen, S., 3 Dec 2014, Transition and Justice: Negotiating the Terms of New Beginnings in Africa. Wiley-Blackwell, p.
65-84 20 p.

Policing bagong silang: Intimacy and politics in the Philippines
Jensen, S. & Hapal, K., 1 Jan 2014, Policing and the Politics of Order-Making. CRC Press, p. 24-39 16 p.

Conflicting logics of exceptionality: new beginnings and the problem of police violence in post-apartheid
Jensen, S., 2014, In: Development and Change. 45, 3, p. 458-478

Demobilizing Civilians
Jensen, S. & Stepputat, F., 2014, Civilians at War: From the Fifteenth Century to the Present. Lind, G. (ed.). Museum
Tusculanum, p. 203-227

Histories of Victim - An Introduction
Jensen, S. & Rensbo, H., 2014, Histories of Victimhood. University of Pennsylvania Press

Histories of Victimhood
Jensen, S. (Editor) & Regnsbo, H. (Editor), 2014, University of Pennsylvania Press. 280 p.

Intimate Connections: Gangs and the Political Economy of Urbanization in South Africa
Jensen, S., 2014, Global Gangs: Street Violence Across the World. Rodgers, D. & Hazen, J. (eds.). University of
Minnesota Press, p. 29-48 20 p.



Negotiating Victimhood in Nkomazi, South Africa
Jensen, S., 2014, Histories of Victimhood. University of Pennsylvania Press, (Ethnography of Political Violence).

Policing Bagong Silang
Jensen, S. & Hapal, K., 2014, Policing and the Politics of Order-Making. Kyed, H. & Albrechtsen, P. (eds.). Routledge

Stunted future: buryong among young men in Manila
Jensen, S., 2014, Ethnographies of Youth and Temporality : Time Objectified. Dalsgaard, A.-L., Demant, M., Hgjlund, S. &
L. M. (eds.). Temple University Press

Afterword: Notes on securitization and temporality
Jensen, S. & Stepputat, F., 1 Dec 2013, Times of Security: Ethnographies of Fear, Protest and the Future. CRC Press, p.
213-222 10 p.

Shosholoza: Political Culture in South Africa between the Secular and the Occult
Jensen, S., 1 Mar 2012, In: Journal of Southern African Studies. 38, 1, p. 91-106 15 p.

Fra bekymring til handling i arbejdet med unge og radikalisering
Jensen, S. B. & Finne Jacobsen, S., 2011, Kgbenhavn: Rehabiliterings- og Forskningscentret for Torturofre, 16 p.

The Security and Development Nexus in Cape Town: War on Gangs, Counterinsurgency and Citizenship
Jensen, S., 1 Feb 2010, In: Security Dialogue. 41, 1, p. 77-97 21 p.

Treason and contested moralities in a coloured township, Cape Town
Jensen, S. B., 2010, Traitors: suspicion, intimacy and the ethics of state-building. University of Pennsylvania Press, p.
150-168 18 p.

Revolutionaries, barbarians or war machines?; gangs in Nicaragua and South Africa
Jensen, S. & Rodgers, D., 19 Mar 2009, Socialist Register 2009: Violence Today. Pantich, L. & Leys, C. (eds.). Merlin
Press Ltd, Vol. 45. p. 220-238 19 p.

Gendered Connections: Politics, Brokers and Urban Transformation in Cape Town
Jensen, S., 1 Mar 2009, In: Critique of Anthropology. 29, 1, p. 47-64 18 p.

Introduction: Repopulating state violence and human rights
Jensen, S. & Jefferson, A. M., 20 Feb 2009, State Violence and Human Rights: State Officials in the South. Routledge, p.
1-22 22 p.

Introduction: Repopulating state violence and human rights
Jensen, S. & Jefferson, A. M., 1 Jan 2009, State Violence and Human Rights: State officials in the South. CRC Press, p.
1-22 22 p.

The vision of the state: Audiences, enchantments and policing in South Africa
Jensen, S., 1 Jan 2009, State Violence and Human Rights: State officials in the South. CRC Press, p. 60-78 19 p.

Introduction
Jensen, S. B. & Jefferson, A. M., 2009, Human Rights and State Violence: State Officials in the South. Routledge

State violence and human rights: State officials in the south
Jensen, S. B. (Editor) & Jefferson (Editor), 2009, Oxford: Routledge. 214 p.

The Vision of the State: Audiences, Enchantments and Policing in South Africa
Jensen, S. B., 2009, State Violence and Human Rights: State Officials in the South. Routledge, p. 60-78 19 p.



Torture in South Africa: Exploring Torture, Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Threatment through the Media
Jensen, S. B., Dissel & Roberts, 2009, CSVR.

Gangs, Politics & Dignity in Cape Town
Jensen, S. B., 2008, Oxford: James Currey. 212 p.

Policing Nkomazi: crime, masculinity and generational conflicts
Jensen, S. B., 2008, Global Vigilantes. Pratten, D. & Sen, A. (eds.). New York: Columbia University Press, p. 47-68

Introduction
Jensen, S. B., Buur, L. & Stepputat, F., 2007, The Security-Development Nexus: Expressions of Sovereignty and
Securitization in Southern Africa. Buur, L., Jensen, S. & Stepputat, F. (eds.). Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, p. 9-36

Security and Violence on the Frontier of the State: Vigilant citizens in Nkomazi, South Africa
Jensen, S. B., 2007, Violence and Non-Violence. Ahluwalia, P., Bethlehem, L. & Gunio, R. (eds.). London: Routledge, p.
103-123 21 p.

The Nationalist Imperative: South Africanisation, Regional Integration and Mobile Livelihoods
Jensen, S. B. & Buur, L., 2007, The Security-Development Nexus: Expressions of Sovereignty and Securitization in
Southern Africa. Buur, L., Jensen, S. & Stepputat, F. (eds.). Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, p. 63-85 22 p.

Through the Lens of Crime: Land Claims and Contestations of Citizenship on the frontier of the South African State
Jensen, S. B., 2007, The Security-Development Nexus: Expressions of Sovereignty and Securitazation in Southern Africa.
Buur, L., Jensen, S. & Stepputat, F. (eds.). Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, p. 193-211

Capetonian back streets: Territorializing young men
Jensen, S., 1 Sept 2006, In: Ethnography. 7, 3, p. 275-301 27 p.

The South African Transition: From Development to Security?
Jensen, S., 1 May 2005, In: Development and Change. 36, 3, p. 551-570 20 p.

Above the law: Practices of sovereignty in surrey estate, Cape Town
Jensen, S. B., 2005, Sovereign Bodies: Citizens, Migrants, and States in the Postcolonial World. Stepputat, F. & Hansen,
T. (eds.). Princeton: Princeton University Press, p. 218-238 21 p.

Everyday policing and the occult: Notions of witchcraft, crime and “The people”
Jensen, S. & Buur, L., 1 Dec 2004, In: African Studies. 63, 2, p. 193-211 19 p.

Claiming Community: Local Politics on the Cape Flats, South Africa
Jensen, S., 1 Jun 2004, In: Critique of Anthropology. 24, 2, p. 179-207 29 p.

Claiming community: Government, township politics, and the specter of crime
Jensen, S., 1 Jan 2003, In: CDR Working Paper. 3, 4, p. 1-26 26 p.

Claiming Community: Government, Township politics, and the Specter of Crime
Jensen, S. B., 2003, Copenhagen: Institut for Internationale Studier / Dansk Center for Internationale Studier og
Menneskerettigheder, 26 p.

Claiming Community - Negotiating Crime: State formation, neighborhood and gangs in a Capetonian Township
Jensen, S. B., 2001, Roskilde: Roskilde Universitet. 365 p.



Demobilizing Armed Civilians
Jensen, S. B. & Stepputat, F., 2001, Copenhagen: Kgbenhavns Universitet, 50 p.

The battlefield and the prize: ANC's bid to reform the south african state
Jensen, S. B., 2001, States of imagination: ethnographic explorations of the post-colonial state. Hansen, T. & Stepputat, F.
(eds.). Durham: Duke University Press

Discourses of violence: Coping with violence on the cape flats
Jensen, S., 1 Jun 1999, In: Social Dynamics. 25, 2, p. 75-97 23 p.

Press / Media

Bandefortid fglger tidligere medlemmer hele livet
Jensen, S.

21/11/2018

4 items of Media coverage

Bandekonflikt: Beboere pa Nerrebro haber pa fredsaftale
Jensen, S.

29/08/2017

6 items of Media coverage

Byernes ukontrollerede vaekst truer vores globale sikkerhed
Jensen, S.

15/02/2016

1 item of Media coverage

Commentary: The political theatre behind Philippines police cleansing
Jensen, S. B.

09/03/2023

4 Media contributions

Dansk forsker: Ordet radikalisering er befaengt med politik
Jensen, S.

16/11/2015

1 item of Media coverage

Dansk professor var pa gaden blandt franske kriminelle: »Forlod stedet, lige fer det sprang i luften«
Jensen, S.

11/07/2023

1 item of Media coverage

Det Europaeiske Forskningsrad giver million-stette til DIGNITY's forskning i vold og indespeerring
Jensen, S. B.

11/04/2024 - 16/04/2024

5 items of Media coverage

DIGNITY saetter fokus pa korruption og tortur
Jensen, S. & Jorgensen, H.

01/03/2019

14 items of Media coverage

Dreebt under direkte radiosending
Jensen, S. B.

06/11/2023

1 item of Media coverage



Dutertes krig mod narko satte blivende spor i fattigt kvarter i Manila
Jensen, S. B.

03/08/2022

1 item of Media coverage

Forskere: Ny bandepakke forebygger ikke kriminalitet
Jensen, S.

21/03/2017

1 item of Media coverage

Forskere om bandekonflikt: Bekymrende med kun ét svar fra politikerne
Jensen, S.

07/08/2017

5 items of Media coverage

Hadpraedikantaftale er ren symbolpolitik
Jensen, S.

01/06/2016

2 items of Media coverage

Minister stiller op til debat om udviklingsbistanden
Jensen, S. & Sgrensen, O. J.

02/03/2016

1 item of Media coverage

Ny bandepakke bremser ikke bandekrigen i aarhus
Jensen, S.

04/07/2017

3 items of Media coverage

Steffen gik naesten i panik da han fik millioner til forskning
Jensen, S. B.

20/04/2024 — 24/04/2024

5 items of Media coverage

Tidligere bandemedlem: Banderne samler kraefter nu
Jensen, S.

13/11/2017

10 items of Media coverage

Tyfon haerger Filippinerne efter demonstrationer mod manglende klimasikring
Jensen, S. B.

24/09/2025

1 item of Media coverage



