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My lifelong fascination with the human body led me to study Biology at the Bachelor’s level. My own body withstood a
great deal throughout my career as a professional volleyball player, until after a series of injuries, | chose to refocus on
another passion. | vividly recall the first time | witnessed a brain response being recorded during peripheral heat
stimulation in my Bachelor’s. This moment sparked my interest in neural pain processing assessments in humans.
Consequently, | performed my Master’s thesis in Biomedicine at the Spinal Cord Injury Research Center at Balgrist
University Hospital. There, | gained experience with neurophysiological methods, like heat-evoked potentials recorded via
single-electrode electroencephalography, as well as psychophysical pain assessments in pain-free volunteers. | also
became acutely aware of the clinical relevance and societal impact of chronic pain, resonating with personal childhood
experiences of a close relative suffering from cancer pain. Combined with the fascinating complexity of the nociceptive
system, this fueled my desire to pursue a PhD in the pain field. | was recruited by Prof. Petra Schweinhardt, former Head
of Research and current Head of the Department of Chiropractic Medicine at Balgrist University Hospital, for a PhD project
on sensitization processes in the central nervous system of patients with chronic low back pain. My PhD deepened my
psychophysical expertise and expanded my methodological repertoire to include magnetic resonance techniques.
Together, my Master’'s and PhD studies have provided me with a strong foundation in both the theoretical and practical
aspects of investigating the human central nervous system in health and disease. During my first postdoctoral fellowship, |
gathered additional experience in functional magnetic resonance imaging and PhD student co-supervision, and started my
first collaborations independent from my supervisor. In October 2024, | started a second postdoctoral fellowship at the
Center for Neuroplasticity and Pain (CNAP) at Aalborg University, Denmark, continuing my research on chronic pain-
related neuroplasticity.



